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Story Behind The Song  
 

I Have Decided To Follow Jesus  
 

‘I Have Decided to Follow Jesus’ is a Christian hymn originating from India. The lyrics are based 
on the last words of a martyred man in Garo, Assam: Nokseng stood faithful as his family and then 
he himself died. Indian missionary, Sadhu Sundar Singh, is credited for putting these words, spo-
ken by faith, into the hymn as we know it. 
 

Due to a great revival in Wales, about 150 years ago, many missionaries came to north-east India 
to spread the Gospel in a region known as Assam, where there were hundreds of tribes who were 
primitive and aggressive head-hunters. One of these headhunters, Nokseng, his wife and two chil-
dren were converted by some missionaries from the American Baptist Missions. Nokseng’s faith 
was very contagious and many villagers began to accept Christianity. 

 

Greatly angered, the village chief summoned all the villagers and called upon Nokseng and his 
family to renounce their faith in public or face execution. Moved by the Holy Spirit, he said, “I have 
decided to follow Jesus.” 

 

Enraged, the chief ordered his archers to arrow down the two children. As both boys lay twitching 
on the floor, the chief asked, “Will you deny your faith? You have lost both your children. You will 
lose your wife too.” 

 

Nokseng replied, “Though no one joins me, still I will follow.” The chief was now furious and or-
dered his wife to also be arrowed down. In a moment she joined her two children in death. The 
village chief asked for the last time, “I will give you one more opportunity to deny your faith and 
live.”  In the face of death, the former headhunter gave these final memorable lines: “The cross 
before me, the world behind me. No turning back.” 

 

Nokseng, like the rest of his family, was shot dead, but, in the midst of death, a miracle began to 
take place. The chief who had ordered the killings was moved by the faith of this man. He won-
dered, “Why should this man, his wife and two children die for a Man who lived in a far-away land 
on another continent some 2,000 years ago? There must be some remarkable power behind the 
family’s faith, and I too want to taste that faith.” 

 

Suddenly, in a confession of faith, the chief declared, “I too belong to Jesus Christ!” When the 
crowd heard the chief’s personal declaration of Christianity, the whole village accepted Christ as 
their Lord and Saviour. 

 

I have decided to follow Jesus (x3) No turning back, no turning back. 
 

Though no one joins me, still I will follow (x3) No turning back, no turning back. 
 

The cross before me, the world behind me (x3) No turning back, no turning  
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Cousin Leroy 

On Sunday, the new young pastor ar-
rived at church and found only Leroy had 
shown up. After waiting a while, the dis-
appointed the pastor remarked,  

"Well, it appears no one else is coming, 
so we should probably cancel service 
today" Leroy, dressed in his Sunday 
best, looked at the young preacher and 
said, "Well pastor, I don't know much 
'bout preachin', but I do know something 
bout farmin' and if I went out in the field 
and found only one cow, I'd still feed 'em"  

The excited young preacher then 
preached for the next 45 minutes a fierce 
fire and brimstone sermon. Afterwards 
the pastor asked Leroy what he thought.  

To which Leroy replied, "Well pastor, I 
don't know much bout preachin', but I do 
know somethin' 'bout farmin' and if I went 
out in the field and found only one cow, I 
wouldn't give 'em the whole bale.” 

The Sound Of The Drums  
 

A scientist goes out to research the behavior of the 
giant rat of Sumatra. Accompanied by his trusty 
guide, he seeks out the rats in the deep jungles of 
Borneo. 

 

Suddenly, in the distance, they hear tribal drums. The 
guide announces, "I don't like the sound of those 
drums." 

 

As they trek onward the drums get louder and louder 
until they sound quite close indeed. The guide says, 
"I really don't like the sound of those drums!" 

 

Suddenly the drums stop, and a voice from the dark-
ness cries out, "Hey man, he's not our regular drum-
mer!" 

 

The Accident  

 

A snail hitched a ride with a friendly turtle. As they 
reached an intersection another turtle came along 
and rammed into them! 
  

A cop came and questioned the snail: "What hap-
pened here?" 
  

The little snail replied, "I don't know -- it all happened 
so fast." 
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No Longer A Beggar  
Pastor Billy R Douglas 

 

And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the blind man, saying unto him, 
Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. 

Mark 10:49-50 KJV  

 

And so goes the call of Jesus to all of mankind, come unto me! This blind man who had laid by the way-
side begging day after day, in his old, tattered, beggars garments.  

 

When he heard the call of the master, he tossed aside those rags! He would no longer need them! 
When we come to Jesus we no longer need the filthy rags of this world.  

 

Through His grace and through His mercy, we are changed from a beggar to a child of the King! 

 

Two coats were before me, An old and a new 

I asked my sweet master, Oh what must I do.  

The old coat was ugly, So tattered and torn 

The other a new one, Had never been worn. 

I'll tell you the best thing, I ever did do 

I took off the old coat, And put on the new 

(author unknown) 
 

 

Until next time may the LORD bless and keep you, Pastor Billy R. Douglas 

EXCITING NEWS!  
Production on an all new music project for 2025 is underway! 

 

I STILL BELIEVE 
 

Along with that comes extra expense. And just in the last year 
cost for duplication and soundtrack production has risen. Please 

prayerfully consider helping us with this need. Everyone who 
sends in a love offering will receive their copy as soon as the pro-

ject is ready! As always the project will be available on CD and 
USB thumb drive. 
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A Word to the Wise – God Calls ALL the Shots – Prov erbs 16:1-6 part 01  
 

Pastor Steven Huston 
 

 

“All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes; but the LORD weigheth the spirits.” Pro 16:2  
 

In a very general sense, these verses clearly teach our total dependence upon God for everything. Even in writing 
those words, I am very aware that many of you who just read them may be giving whole-hearted mental ascent to 
them with a “Duh, of course that’s true, Steve.” 
 

Yet, a word to the wise would press us to give serious thought, beyond the generalities, as to what exactly “total 
dependence upon God for EVERYTHING” might entail. As I’ve thought on these verses for the past month, I’ve 
been amazed at how man’s free will is given the space to move within the boundaries of God’s sovereignty, 
thereby given room to roam but always held accountable to a holy God who calls ALL the shots. God is the holy 
standard and declares what is righteous and what is unrighteous. 
 

In other words, God declares the pure ways of holiness and draws men to Christ, but He neither forces men into 
the way of holiness nor into the way of sin. In giving men the desire of their hearts, God will move them along the 
route they have chosen, while still drawing and calling them to the way of the cross – the way of Christ – giving 
them opportunity to repent and follow “holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.” Yet, should they refuse, 
remaining willful and impenitent sinners, they, not God, have made themselves wicked and will find themselves 
facing a sinner’s hell for all eternity. And yet, God, in His great mercy, provides an atonement from sin through Je-
sus, His only begotten Son. Through fearing God – having a filial reverence for Him, thereby desiring to neither 
anger nor displease Him – men will depart from that which is evil. (John Wesley says, “They are kept from abusing 
pardoning mercy, and from returning to folly or wickedness.”) 
 

Verse 2 encapsulates the whole of a man – his preparations, his words, his thoughts, his deeds, his interactions, 
relationships, choices, ALL his ways. Whatever we do, we feel right/clean in our doing them. We justify a great 
number of things, excusing them as right, based on the actions of others. 
 

Sometimes we justify our actions by the fact that everyone else is doing it or that it’s been made legal by the courts 
of man. Who hasn’t heard their mother say something like: “If everyone else were jumping off a cliff, would you 
too?” or “That’s up to their parents, you’re my child and we’re not doing that in our house.” Regardless of what 
man’s courts may decide, we have been created by God, the courts of heaven have already ruled what’s righteous 
and what’s not. God calls the shots and we must deal with His rules. Whether we honor Him as the Heavenly Fa-
ther He is or not, we will be judged by what He has declared. 
 

Other times we justify our actions by response to what someone has done to us; we assume that their wrongful 
actions give us permission to “do as they’ve done unto us” or pay them back, regardless of how ungodly that is. In 
reality, it only hurts our relationships, destroys our witness, and changes us (often more than we realize) into bitter 
people. It shows a lack of trust in God and reveals the true condition of our heart. Most importantly, it hinders our 
growth in Christ and hurts our relationship with Him. Micah 6:8 tells us what God expects from us: Do justly. LOVE 
MERCY. Walk HUMBLY with our God. To respond in an ungodly manner, to not turn the other cheek, to not allow 
God to bring His own vengeance to the situation is to be pride-filled, not humble.  
 

How does God call the shots here? How will He weigh the spirits? Jesus tells us: First, to love God with ALL that 
you are and, secondly, to love others as you love yourself. The Judge of all the earth also told us to “Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, 
and persecute you; That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven…” 
 

You can buck God’s system, but He calls the shots. His way is the only winning way; all others “shall not be unpun-
ished.” 
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The Master Planter  
 

Pastor Steven Huston 
 

“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedi-

ence and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.” (1 Pet. 1:1-2) 
 

It’s April, a time when people start planting their gardens or at least start planning what they’ll plant and where they’ll 
plant it. Some will pour over seed catalogs while others will go to their local store and choose seed off the rack. Still 
others will plant seeds in little containers, looking forward to transplanting them into the ground. 
 

Did you know that God is like a Master Gardener and He pours over His catalog of people, obedient believers, to 
see where He can best use them? Friends, certain seeds and plants do better in particular soils, shades of sunlight, 
and water; God’s people with their own temperaments, abilities, degrees of longsuffering and charity will do best 
when they, in cheerful obedience, “bloom where they are planted.” Can we simply trust that God knows best and will 
work all things “together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose”? 
 

Let’s take a quick look at Peter’s first verse, “to the strangers scattered.” Friends, every true believer is a stranger 
here on earth. This isn’t our home, we don’t truly belong here, except as being able to point others to Jesus and to 
show God’s love to others, while praising Him in all situations. We will either grow a root of bitterness that comes 
from feelings of anger and self-pity as we cry, “It’s not fair;” or we will bloom like flowers in a garden that blend their 
hues in worship to the Lord. Regardless our circumstance, God has shown His goodness in giving us life and a 
place to serve Him, and breath to offer Him praise. 
 

Do you see that word “scattered”? The Greek word for scattered literally means “to sow through.” It’s like when a 
farmer sows seed in a field by hand; he flings it everywhere. When Jesus told the parable of the four soils, He be-
gan: “Behold, a sower went forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side… Some fell upon 
stony places…some fell among thorns… other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit…” (Matt. 13:3-8).  
 

Depending on where we have landed, we might feel that God has indiscriminately sown us to the wind, much like 
the feeling we get in Jesus’ parable. We may wonder if God even knows where we are and what we are going 
through. Sometimes during affliction or persecution we may feel that we are forgotten. Other times, we may feel that 
the task of faithfulness is too hard for us because of where we are and what we are going through – BUT WAIT! 
 

Pay close attention to the first word of that second verse – ELECT – yup, that’s the one. In the original, it’s in the 
first verse; it means “chosen.” God hadn’t forgotten His seeds nor where He planted them in Peter’s day and He 
hasn’t forgotten where He’s planted you! God, the Master Planter, poured over His “seed catalog” and specifically 
chose you to be “planted where you are” because He uniquely created you for His good purpose, to bring Him glory 
where you can do Him the most good. You are a temporary resident (“stranger”), representing God where you’ve 
been selectively “scattered,” to call others to salvation and sanctification to this end: That God will be rightly wor-
shiped and greatly glorified. 
 

The remainder of verse two should encourage and energize us; it shows how the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost has called, enlivened, and strengthened us for the task of faithful obedience. It’s by His grace and strength 
that we can flourish where we are planted – not simply survive – FLOURISH! As always, we have a choice; will we 
bloom with praise and fruitfulness where we are planted, depending on our great God, or will we, due to tribulation 
or persecution or because of the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches, become unfruitful and of-
fended? 

 

Pastor Steven Huston 103 N. Division Ave. Fremont, Michigan 49412  - www.pilgrimsofholylivingchurch.com 
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Cowboy Baked Beans 

1 lb ground beef 

1 medium yellow onion, diced 

1 medium green bell pepper, diced 

1 cup ketchup 

1 tsp mustard 

1/2 cup brown sugar, packed 

2 tsp Worcestershire sauce 

2 (15 oz) cans pork and beans (do not drain) 

salt & black pepper, to taste 

1 TBS butter 

 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9 x 13 
baking dish with butter. In deep skillet brown up 
ground beef until no longer pink. Add in onion 
and bell pepper and cook until softened. Drain 
excess grease. Add in ketchup and stir to com-

bine. Add in mustard, Worcestershire, and brown 
sugar. Stir to combine. Taste for seasoning and 
season with salt & black pepper to taste. Add in 
pork and beans with the juice. Stir carefully to 

combine. Pour baked beans & ground beef mix-
ture into prepared baking dish and smooth 

evenly. Cover and seal dish with foil. Bake in pre-
heated oven for 45 minutes. 

 

2 lbs Beef tips or stew meat 

1 envelope Lipton beefy onion soup mix 

2 cans sliced mushrooms 

2 cans cream of mushroom soup  

1 can beefy mushroom soup 

1 small jar Heinz beef gravy  

1 pkg Au jus gravy mix 

 

Preheat oven to 250. Place beef tips In baking 
pan. Sprinkle beefy onion soup mix over the top 
of beef. Add mushrooms to pan. In large bowl 
mix other ingredients together. Pour over meat 

and mushrooms. Cover with aluminum foil. Bake 
on 250 for 5 to 6 hours. Serve with noodles or 

mashed potatoes. 

Beef Tips & Mushroom Gravy 

Easy Melt In Your Mouth Biscuits…  

 

2 cups White Lily self rising flour 

1 cup heavy whipping cream 

1/2 stick salted butter  

 

Preheat oven to 500 degrees. Mix, pat out 
biscuits on floured surface. Add butter in 

an iron skillet or glass baking dish. Place in 
oven to melt butter. When butter is melted 
add biscuits. Bake 10 to 12 minutes. Brush 

with melted butter. 
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The Mouse Trap  
 

That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care                   
one for another. 1 Corinthians 12:25   

 

A mouse looked through the crack in the wall to see the farmer and his wife open a package. "What 
food might this contain?" The mouse wondered - he was devastated to discover it was a mousetrap. Re-
treating to the farmyard, the mouse proclaimed the warning "There is a mousetrap in the house! There 
is a mousetrap in the house!" The chicken clucked and scratched, raised her head and said, "Mr. 
Mouse, I can tell this is a grave concern to you, but it is of no  consequence to me. I cannot be bothered 
by it." The mouse turned to the pig and told him, "There is a mousetrap in the house! There is a mouse-
trap in the house!" The pig sympathized, but said, "I am so very sorry, Mr. Mouse, but  there is nothing I 
can do about it. The mouse turned to the cow and said "There is a mousetrap in the house! There is a 
mousetrap in the house!" The cow said, "Wow, Mr. Mouse. I'm sorry for you, but it's no skin off my 
nose." So, the mouse returned to the house, head down and dejected, to face the farmer's mousetrap 
alone. That very night a sound was heard throughout the house -- like the  sound of a mousetrap catch-
ing its prey. The farmer's wife rushed to see what was caught. In the darkness she did not see it was a 
venomous snake whose tail the trap had caught. The snake bit the farmer's wife. The farmer rushed her 
to the hospital, and she returned home with a fever.  Everyone knows you treat a fever with fresh 
chicken soup, so the farmer took his hatchet to the farmyard for the soup's main ingredient. But his 
wife's sickness continued, so friends and neighbors came to sit with her around the clock. To feed them, 
the farmer butchered the pig. The farmer's wife did not get well; she died. So many people came for her 
funeral, the farmer had the cow slaughtered to provide enough meat for all of them. The mouse looked 
upon it all from his crack in the wall with great sadness. So, the next time you hear someone is facing a 
problem and think it doesn't concern you, remember we are all involved in this journey called life. We 
must keep an eye out for one another and make an extra effort to encourage one another. 

 

 

Pleasing God  
 

A.B. Simpson 

 

Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the Lord Jesus, that as ye have         
received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so ye would abound more and more.                                     

1 Thessalonians 4:1   
 

Many Christians are in the place that the Lord has appointed them, and yet the devil is harassing their 
lives with a sense that they are not quite pleasing the Lord. If they could just settle down in the place 
that God has assigned them and fill it faithfully and lovingly for Him, there would be more joy in their 
hearts and more power in their lives. God puts us in various places to serve Him, and the secret of ac-
complishing the most is to recognize our place as designated from Him and our service in it as pleasing 
to Him. Even in the great factory or the complex machine there is a place for the smallest screw and 
rivet as well as the great driving wheel and piston. So God has His "small parts" whose business is sim-
ply to stay where He puts them and to believe that He wants them there and is making the most of their 
lives in the little spaces that they fill for Him. There is something all can do, Tho' you're neither wise nor 
strong; You can be a helper true, You can stand when friends are few, Some lone heart has need of 
you, You can help along. 
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FOOTPRINTS TO FOLLOW 
 

Answered Prayers 
 

 
A voyaging ship was wrecked during a storm at sea and only two of the men on it were able to swim to a small, 
desert like island. The two survivors, not knowing what else to do, agree that they had no other recourse but to 
pray to God. However, to find out whose prayer was more powerful, they agreed to divide the territory between 
them and stay on opposite sides of the island. 
 
 
The first thing they prayed for was food. The next morning, the first man saw a fruit-bearing tree on his side of the 
land, and he was able to eat its fruit.The other man's parcel of land remained barren. After a week, the first man 
was lonely and he decided to pray for a wife. The next day, another ship was wrecked, and the only survivor was 
a woman who swam to his side of the land. On the other side of the island, there was nothing. 
 
Soon the first man prayed for a house, clothes, more food. The next day, like magic, all of these were given to 
him. However, the second man still had nothing.  
 
Finally, the first man prayed for a ship, so that he and his wife could leave the island. In the morning, he found a 
ship docked at his side of the island.The first man boarded the ship with his wife and decided to leave the second 
man on the island. He considered the other man unworthy to receive God's blessings, since none of his prayers 
had been answered. As the ship was about to leave, the first man heard a booming voice from heaven, "Why are 
you leaving your companion on the island?" 
 
"My blessings are mine alone, since I was the one who prayed for them," the first man answered. "His prayers 
were all unanswered and so he does not deserve anything." 
 
"You are mistaken!" the Voice rebuked him. "He had only one prayer, which I answered. If not for that, you would 
not have received any of my blessings." 
 
"Tell me," the first man asked the voice, "What did he pray for that I should owe him anything?" "He prayed that 
all your prayers be answered." 
 
For all we know, our blessings are not the fruits of our prayers alone, but those of another praying for us. 
 
 
Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer 

of a righteous man availeth much. James 5:16 

6 CD’s Back in stock! 

These great music projects were recorded between 2002 & 2007 

The Old Country Church - Once Upon A Time - Mercys What I Need 

Hell Wont Give An Altar Call - Dont Overlook Salvation - The Old 
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Nancy’s Nuggets Of Wisdom  

The Narrow Way 
 

Sister Nancy Willis 
 
 

Matthew. 7;13,14 “Enter  ye  in  at  the  strait  gate;  for  wide  is  the  gate, and  broad  is  the  way,  
that  leaded  to  destruction,  and  many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat;  14  Because  strait  is  the  

gate ,  and  narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  be  that  find  it.” 
 

Have  you  ever  noticed  that  all the things  that  are  bad  for  you  come  easy.   Mom  always  told  
me,  everything  that  glitters  is  not  gold.  And,  if  it  sounds  too  good  to  be  true,  then  it  is.  Well,  
I'M  glad  that  I  can  take  what  the  Bible  says  and  hold  it  to  be  true, that  I  don't  have  to  sec-
ond guess  it.  In  a  world where  there  is  destruction  all  around  us  and  evil  lurks  on  every  cor-
ner,  many  people are falling  for  false  prophets, saying  they  have  the  way  to  go.  I  can  go  to  
the  word  of  God  and  get  the  direction  that  I  need  to  go  and  lead  my  family.  I  see  people  
today getting  hung  up  on  the  things  the  Bible  is  saying.  But,  in  fact,  the  Bible  tells  us  there  
are  some  mysteries  that  will  never  be  known.  The  Bible  does  tell  us  that  strait  is  the  gate  
and  narrow  is  the  way,  which  leadeth  unto  life. And  because  strait  is  the  gate,  few  there  be  
that  find  it.  In  a  world  that  is  always  changing,  he  is  the  same  today, yesterday,  and  tomor-
row.  He  tells  us  to  prove  his  word, to  test  it  to  be  true.  To  me,  He  is  like  a  rock  that  I  can  
hold  on  to  when  the  storms  of  life  start  to  rage.  I  know  He  is  there  because   He  told  me  that 
He  would  never  leave  me  nor  forsake  me.  He  knows  when  I  have  a need   before  I  ask  of  it.  
He  tells  me  he  gave  everything  for  me,  but  He  is  everything  to  me.  Life  is  not  fair;  I  wished  
it  was.  The  devil  is  out  to  seek  and  destroy,  but  with  faith  we  can  hold  on  to  the  best  thing  
that  I  have  ever  found...  GOD.   Study  His  word  and  get  to  know  Him.   If  your  world  is  going  
round  and  round  and  you  don't  know  which  way  is  up  and   life seems  to  be  unkind,  go  to  the  
Father  because  he  is  waiting.   His  word  tells  me  that  He  is  not  the  Author  of  confusion.  That's  
the  devils  job.  But,  God  can  take  the  wrong  and  work  it  for  our  good.  My  God  is  a  big  God.  
So,  with  a  world  that  is  dying  and lost, just  look  for  the  narrow  way.   AND  LET  GOD  BLESS  
YOU  TODAY. (March 2007) 

"Picture This"  (2024) 

01.More Than A Picture 02.The New Church Down The Road 
03.God Likes To Work 04.The God On The Mountain 

05.Picture This 06.A Heart That Will Never Break Again 
07.The Day The House Of God Stood Still 08.Leaving On My 

Mind 09.Help Me 10.Why Me Lord 11.One More River 

Order your copy today!  

Available for a Love Gift of Any Size  



The Midnight Traveler 
by Pastor Billy R. Douglas 

Sermon on CD Available free upon request 

Video available on our YouTube channel 

Worldwide Radio  

VOTL Radio / WOTL Radio 

Listen 24/7 on your computer, laptop, smart 
phone, Roku and more! 2 Stations ONE 
MESSAGE...the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

www.VOTLRADIO.com 

www.WOTLRADIO.com 
 

Video  

Watch our latest and archived sermon videos  

www.youtube.com/votltabernacle 
 

Podcast  

Listen to and download archived sermons 
and radio broadcasts 

www.votlradio.podomatic.com 
 

Newsletter Archives  

View and print our latest edition of THE 
TRUMPET as well as past issues 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 
 

Weekly Radio Programs  

The Voice of the LORD Broadcast 

The Old Gospel Ship 
Airing on FM, AM & Internet stations across America 

 

For more information and Ministry resources 
visit our websites 

www.votlradio.com 

www.wotlradio.com 

www.voiceofthelordministries.com 

www.votlministries.com 

www.theoldgospelship.com 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 

www.facebook.com/votltabernacle 
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By Sister Michelle Deuling 
 

Verse for Today: Psalms 119:1-8 ALEPH. Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD.  
Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart. They also do no iniquity: they 
walk in his ways. Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. O that my ways were directed to keep 
thy statutes! Then shall I not be ashamed, when I have respect unto all thy commandments. I will praise thee with 
uprightness of heart, when I shall have learned thy righteous judgments.  I will keep thy statutes: O forsake me not 
utterly. Additional Passages for today:  John 4:24 & 14:6; Deuteronomy 4:29 & 6:17; 1 Kings 2:3; 2 Chronicles 
31:21: Jeremiah 29:13 

Thought for Today: The godly will follow the law of the Lord.  They will keep it and seek it with their whole heart.  
Those who do not keep it and seek it with their whole heart will do iniquity and will not be godly. 

Story for Today: Albert finished the paper with a quick glance to make sure he had finished the last sentence and 
gathered up his books, stuffing them back into the backpack as he rushed to leave the library.  It wasn’t that the 
library was closing or anything, he just wanted to be done and get to the gym to hopefully catch a few of the guys, 
so he could get in a game of 3 on 3. School was not the only area of his life that Albert struggled to give his all.  
However easy basketball was to give 100% of himself, studying and applying himself with other disciplines was 
twice as hard.  Coach Mitchel often reminded the guys that basketball wouldn’t be forever, but the character they 
learned on the court could carry them further than they might imagine. After a couple of hours of play, the guys all 
decided to call it a night.  Troy walked out the door with Albert and asked him if he needed a ride to youth group 
tonight.  Albert enjoyed the fun at youth group, but sometimes it seemed a little too much to do all the things Troy 
did.  Troy was always talking about what he had read in his Bible that day and what lesson he was learning from a 
message he had heard.  Troy was a really nice guy, but couldn’t you be a nice guy without all that studying he did?   

Albert decided he would go to church and the guys grabbed a burger on their way.  Deciding he should keep the 
conversation on better topics, Albert started asking questions about some of the new plays their coach had just 
shown the team.  Troy was happy to talk with Albert, but to Albert's dismay, he always had a way of bringing the 
topic back to God and what the Bible had to say about things.  Albert knew that a lot of his friends from church 
never spoke about the things of God.  He never heard them discuss the Bible or the lessons they were supposed 
to be learning at church.  In fact, Troy was the only youth who offered to pray anywhere regularly. As the boys left 
church that night, Troy’s phone began to ring.  He pulled over and answered the call to find a hysterical Sylvia beg-
ging him to come to her aid.  Her sister had taken some drugs and the ambulance had just left to take her to the 
hospital.  Her parents had told her to stay home to care for her younger brother and she was scared. The boys 
headed to their friend's house and Albert found out what a blessing it was that Troy knew the Lord and was well 
versed in the scriptures and lessons he had applied to his life.  While Troy prayed and shared the truth about how 
God is always available to His children, Albert sat stunned realizing that had Sylvia called him, he wouldn’t have 
known what to say or do.  Troy’s words not only brought calm to Sylvia, but her little brother had stopped crying 
too.  Was the danger to her sister over? No.  However, they were able to focus on God and were able to give their 
fear and anxiety over to Him. Albert decided that night that not only would he apply himself to building a better 
character on the court, but he would be learning to read and follow, seeking with his whole heart the teaching of 
Jesus.  He didn’t want to be lazy anymore. If he was going to love the Lord with his whole heart, mind, and soul, he 
would be seeking to follow His ways always.  To follow, he needed to know.  To know, he needed to read and lis-
ten.  He would be blessed and be able to be a blessing. 

Questions for Today: Do you go through the motions and hope you will make it to heaven?  Have you ever spent time 
and effort to seek after God with your whole heart?  What is most important in your life?  Would others know to go to you 
in times of trouble, recognizing that you seek after God with your whole heart? 

Prayer for Today: Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your love. Thank You that You gave us the Word both through 
the Bible and in the flesh when You sent your son, Jesus Christ.  Please help us to cherish it, love You, and keep the 
truths, protecting them each and every day.  Please help us seek after You with our whole heart.  Please help us never 
to become lazy in our love for You and others that You want us to influence.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
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Sunday Morning Service  11 AM 

Everyone Welcome  

God’s Simple Plan of Salvation  
My Friend: we are about to ask you the most important question 
of your life. Your joy or your sorrow for all eternity depends upon 
your answer. The question is: Are you saved? Do you know Je-
sus Christ as your personal LORD and Saviour? It is not a ques-
tion of how good you are, nor if you are a church member, but 
have you put your faith in Jesus? Are you sure you will go to 
Heaven when you die? The Bible makes the plan of salvation 
plain and simple. Romans 10:13  says For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Call on Jesus today. 
Put your faith and trust in him and ask him to forgive you of your 
sins and to be your LORD and savior and you will be born 
again...SAVED!! Do this today, tomorrow may be to late! Please 
write or call us if you have made the decision to accept Jesus.  


