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Story Behind The Song -  I Am Resolved  
 

This month we will be looking at a rousing hymn of unwavering commitment to Jesus, rejecting worldly al-
lurements, and choosing to follow Him through the words of Scripture and the promptings of the Holy Ghost. 
Of course, I am speaking of that grand Christian hymn of resolution entitled I Am Resolved. Within this issue 
of the Trumpet is an incredibly well-written article by Sis. Nancy Willis that is complementary to this hymn 
and also gives a strong call to determined resolution of hearing and obeying God. Please be sure to look for 
it, read it, and give it serious thought. When Christ calls, may we be resolved to walk in faithful, unhindered 
obedience. 

 

Palmer Hartsough was born on May 7, 1844 in Redford, Michigan and crafted the lyrics to this grand hymn (I 
Am Resolved) as well as texts for over a thousand other hymns. Musically gifted, Palmer taught music 
throughout various states, finally landing in Illinois where he opened a music studio. In 1839, he joined the 
Fillmore Brothers Company in Cincinnati, Ohio writing lyrics for their musical compositions. 

 

Six years later, Palmer Hartsough was called upon to write I Am Resolved when James Fillmore, Sr. wanted 
a hymn for the Ohio delegation to take with them to the World Endeavor Convention in San Francisco. Fill-
more put his hand to writing the hymn initially, but felt that his attempt needed refinement in order to reach a 
broader audience. So, he turned it over to Hartsough. 

 

Luke 9:23-26 shares with us Christ’s admonition and warnings. The call to take up one’s cross is certainly a 
call to being resolved. “And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 
up his cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life 
for my sake, the same shall save it. For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the whole world, and lose him-
self, or be cast away? For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man 

be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels.”  
 

Take note that Jesus is addressing all people; it’s to be the norm for Christianity. It’s not a call to some sect 
of “super-Christians.” Such was Palmer Hartsough’s call for all who would claim the name of Christ, to boldly 
sing while resting in the power of the Holy Ghost: “I am resolved!” 

 

Vs. 1: I am resolved no longer to linger, Charmed by the world’s delight,  

Things that are higher, things that are nobler, These have allured my sight. 

Vs. 2: I am resolved to go to the Savior, Leaving my sin and strife; 

He is the true One, He is the just One, He hath the words of life. 

Vs. 3: I am resolved to follow the Savior, Faithful and true each day; 

Heed what He sayeth, do what He willeth, He is the living way. 

Vs. 4: I am resolved to enter the kingdom, Leaving the paths of sin; 

Friends may oppose me, foes may beset me, Still will I enter in.  

Vs. 5: I am resolved, and who will go with me? Come, friends, without delay, 

Taught by the Bible, led by the Spirit, We’ll walk the heav’nly way. 
 

Have you resolved these things? If not, follow the call of the chorus: 

Chorus: I will hasten to Him, hasten so glad and free; Jesus, greatest, highest, I will come to Thee. 

I will hasten, hasten to Him, hasten so glad and free; Jesus, Jesus, greatest, highest, I will come to Thee. 
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Cousin Leroy 

The pastor shocked the congregation 
when he announced that he was resign-
ing from the church and moving to a drier 
climate. 

After the service a very distraught Leroy 
came to the pastor with tears in his eyes, 
"Oh, Pastor Bob, we are gonna miss you 
so much. We don't want you to leave!"  

The kindhearted pastor said "Now, now, 
Brother Leroy, don't carry on like that. 
The pastor who takes my place might be 
even better than me".  "Yeah Right", 
Leroy said "That's what they said the 
LAST time too!!!" 

Dad 

"What's your father's occupation?" asked 
the school secretary on the first day of 
the new academic year. "He's a magi-
cian, Ma'am" said the new boy. 

"How interesting. What's his favorite 
trick?" "He saws people in half." 

"Now, next question. Any brothers or sis-
ters?" "One half brother and two half sis-
ters." 

Pray For Bubba  
 

Bubba goes to the Revival and listens to the 
Preacher. After a while, the Preacher asks anyone 
with needs To come forward and be prayed over. 
Bubba gets in line. When it's his turn, the preacher 
says, "Bubba,  
 

what you want me to pray about? " Bubba says, 
"Preacher, I need you to pray for my Hearing. " So 
the Preacher puts one finger in Bubba's ear, and the 
other hand on top of his head, and prays a while. Af-
ter a few minutes, he removes his hands and says, 
"Bubba, how's your hearing now? "  
 

Bubba says, "I don't know Preacher, it's not until next 
Wednesday in Henry County Superior Court. " 

 

The Dress  
 

A woman was shopping for a new dress to wear to 
her 30th year high school reunion where a bunch of 
teenage girls were also shopping for a dress for prom 
night.  

 

"Eeeeewwwwwwww," said one young girl, looking at 
the dress she was holding. "This dress makes me 
look like I'm 40!"  

 

"Gimme that dress!" says the woman as she 
snatched the dress from the young girl's hand. 
"That's EXACTLY what I'm looking for!" 



Page 3 Vol. 29 No. 08 

Beauty For Ashes  
Pastor Billy R Douglas 

 

Isaiah 61:3 KJV To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees                            

of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified. 

 

I know what it is like to collapse under heartbreak.  

 

I know what it's like to feel as though your prayers are not being heard.  

 

I know what it's like to feel as though the darkness and the grief is smothering you.  

 

I know what it is like to feel empty and broken inside.  

 

I know what it is like to feel completely and totally alone no matter where you are or who you're with. 

 

I know what it is like to pray to never see another sunrise. 

 

But my story doesn't end there.  

 

I know what it is like when God penetrates that darkness with a love so amazing, so unexpected,, so un-
explainable. That it leaves you shocked, and full of praise for what he has done.  

 

A love that gives you hope where there was none.  

 

That not only heals your broken heart, but it fills the emptiness and void to overflowing.  

 

That takes you from praying there is no tomorrow, to praying that the Lord will allow as many as His 
grace can afford you.  

 

Whatever you're facing, whatever you're going through. The pain, the grief, the loss. Know this... God 
hears every prayer. His timing is not our timing. Hold on he has not forgotten you.  

 

The pen is still in the writer's hand. And the greatest chapter in your life may be just about to start. 

 

Until next time may the Lord bless and keep you is my prayer, Pastor Billy R Douglas 
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Word to the Wise – Pride’s Dangers - 03 
 

Pastor Steven Huston 
 

““Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” Phil. 2:5 
 

One is not immune from temptation to the sin of pride just because one is saved; that truth is just as real for 
the sanctified individual, too. For Christians, the temptation to pride is many-faceted, even as it is for those 
who haven’t humbled themselves unto Jesus and His way, yet. I hesitate to begin listing ways in which Chris-
tians fall into pride, for fear that one might consider it an all-inclusive list – thereby feeling a false sense of 
security if they don’t see themselves within this list. 
 

Perhaps we feel a slight twinge of pride in the amount of Scripture we know or have memorized or is easily 
accessed by our mind for the win during the big Bible trivia game. Maybe you “notch” your Bible to signify 
how many people you’ve witnessed to or won to Jesus – much like the gun slingers in the old west who 
“notched” their guns. There are those who take pride in their modest dress or the bun they wear on the top of 
their head. Are you a Sunday School teacher that secretly wells up in pride as your students thank you for 
being such a great teacher? The same could be asked of talented preachers or those pastors with larger con-
gregations. Maybe one area we don’t think much about, but should, is having pride in our own denomination 
or group of denominations which are similar to our own. 
 

John Wesley had strong thoughts regarding the last of these on our “Christian pride list.” Quoting from Calvin-
ism Calmly Considered: “Is it not the duty of every Arminian Preacher, First, never, in public or in private, to 
use the word Calvinist as a term of reproach; seeing it is neither better nor worse than calling names? – a 
practice no more consistent with good sense or good manners, than it is with Christianity? Secondly, to do all 
that in him lies to prevent his hearers from doing it, by showing them the sin and folly of it?” Of course, John 
Wesley gave the same exhortation to Calvinist preachers and followers as well. 
 

Jesus’ words in John 17:21 tell us that all believers are to be one so that “the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” Of course, there will be disagreements, but that is why the Apostle Paul calls us to rebuke, 
reprove, and exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. (2 Tim. 4:2) 
 

Let me close with some words on pride from John Wesley’s Christian Perfection: 
 

“The first advice I would give those who have been saved from sin by grace is to watch and pray continually 
against pride. For it is pride not only to ascribe what we have to ourselves, but also to think we have what we 
do not. One man, for instance, ascribed his knowledge to God and therefore was humble. But then he 
thought that he had more knowledge than everyone else which is dangerous pride. We often think we have 
no need of anyone’s advice or reproof. Always remember, much grace does not imply much enlightenment. 
We may be wise but have little love, or we may have love with little wisdom. God has wisely joined us all to-
gether as parts of the body so that we cannot say to one another, ‘I have no need of you.’ 
 

“Even to imagine that those who are unsaved cannot teach you is a very great and serious mistake. Dominion 
is not found in grace. Not observing this has led some into many mistakes and certainly into pride. Beware of 
even the appearance of pride. Let there be in you that lowly mind which was in Christ Jesus. Be clothed with 
humility. Let modesty appear in all your words and actions. 
 

“One way to do this is to own any fault we have. If you have at any time thought, spoken, or acted wrong, do 
not refrain from acknowledging it. Never dream that this will hurt the cause of God–in fact, it will further it. Be 
open and honest when you are rebuked and do not seek to evade it or disguise it. Rather, let it appear just as 
it is and you will thereby not hinder but adorn the gospel.” 
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“Not So, Lord!” 
 

Pastor Steven Huston 

 

“And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?” Luke 6:46 
 

In the key verse above, Jesus makes an excellent point, for if He is indeed our Lord, whatever He says we must 
resolve to do. We aren’t to “seek the Lord’s will” so we can simply consider it. If we merely weigh the Lord’s 
will/command against our own, or any other thing, instead of being resolved to unconditional obedience, then we 
have made ourselves the master.  
 

You may feel that I have stated the above too strongly, but have I? The role of the master is to rule and there can 
only be one master. 
 

In the few verses following Christ’s question, Jesus tells of the safety and stability of those who respond to His 
words with unconditional obedience: “He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the founda-
tion on a rock: and when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it 
was founded upon a rock.” (v. 48) 
 

Jesus also warned of the condition and end of the life of one who simply hears His will but doesn’t do it: “But he that 
heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the earth; against which the 
stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house was great.” (v. 49) 
 

Either we will be the master of our own life or we will put our lives into the hands of Jesus, allowing Him to be mas-
ter/Lord. We cannot have it both ways; if He is Lord, we must be resolved to do what He says. 
 

I read the following account in the May-June 2025 issue of Beside the Still Waters (June 19). It well illustrates the 
necessity of giving lordship to Jesus: 
 

Many years ago, a young woman was deeply stirred by a sermon that called the listeners to make Jesus their Lord 
and Master. Afterward, she came to the minister and said, “That message is inescapable. It corners me. I can do 
nothing but make Him Lord. But there is a problem, and it is that I don’t want to be a missionary overseas. If I allow 
Jesus Christ to be Lord of my life, do you think I’ll have to be a missionary and sail across the ocean? 
 

The minister opened his Bible to Acts 10 and read the verse that says, “Rise, Peter; kill, and eat,” along with Peter’s 
response, “Not so, Lord.” Turning to the woman, the minister said, “A slave cannot dictate to his master. He is either 
‘Lord’ or ‘not so.’ To say, ‘Not so, Lord’ is a contradiction.” Handing the young woman a pencil he said, “Go into that 
room and decide. Don’t leave until you can cross out the words ‘Not so’ and leave the word ‘Lord.’” 
 

The young woman fought a hard battle, but finally it was won. The minister looked at her Bible and saw the tear-
stained page in Acts with the words “Not so” crossed out. One word remained: “Lord.” With a glad look in her eyes, 
the young woman said, “Anywhere, anytime, any cost.” A she left, the minister heard her whisper, “Lord, Lord, 
Lord.” 
 

Sometimes it’s fear that keeps us from unconditional obedience; sometimes it’s our own selfish desires. Better to 
“trust in the Lord with all thine heart” than to lean upon our own understanding. Jesus makes a better Lord and Mas-
ter over our life than we ever could. If you haven’t already, I urge you to cross out the “Not so,” truly trusting Jesus 
as “Lord,” with utter abandon. Even as that June 19 devotional ended: “Unconditional obedience to our Lord is the 
only way to find true fulfillment, blessed assurance, and abiding peace.” 

 
 

Pastor Steven Huston 103 N. Division Ave. Fremont, Michigan 49412  - www.pilgrimsofholylivingchurch.com 
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Easy Macaroni Salad 

8 ounces elbow macaroni  

1/2 teaspoon salt  

1/4 cup onions, chopped  

1/4 teaspoon pepper  

1 cup celery, sliced thin  

1 cup green bell peppers, can use red if you like, 
chopped  

1 cup salad dressing  

1 tablespoon mustard  

1 teaspoon sugar  

2 tablespoons vinegar  

3 tablespoons skim milk  

 

Cook and drain pasta according to package di-
rections; rinse with cold water to cool. In large 
bowl combine mayonnaise, milk, vinegar, mus-
tard, sugar, salt and pepper. Add macaroni, cel-

ery, green pepper and onion; toss to coat. Cover; 
chill to blend flavors. 

 

1 strawberry cake mix 

1 large box instant banana pudding 

Vanilla wafers 

1 (16ox) cool whip, softened 

Bananas, sliced 

Strawberries, sliced 

 

Bake cake according to directions on box in a 
9x13 pan. Let cool. Poke holes in cake. Prepare 

pudding according to directions on box. Pour 
pudding over cake. Spread cool ship on top. 

Crumble desired amount of wafers on top of cool 
whip. Top with bananas and strawberries. Chill 

before serving. 

Strawberry Banana Poke Cake 
 

16 ounces Oreo cookies                                           
12 ounces Cool Whip                                                  

8 ounces cream cheese, softened                               
1 cup powdered sugar                                              

1/2 cup butter, softened                                               
2 cups Fresca soda                                                  

2/3 cup powdered milk                                                 
1 (3 1/3 ounce) box vanilla instant pudding                 

1 teaspoon vanilla  
 

Crush the Oreos and place half the crumbs in 
the bottom of an 11x17 inch pan. Use a mixer to 
blend the Cool Whip, cream cheese, powdered 
sugar, and butter. In a bowl, combine the pud-
ding mix, powdered milk, Fresca, and vanilla. 
Beat this mixture until it is the consistency of 

pudding. Combine both mixtures and pour over 
the layer of crushed Oreos. Sprinkle the remain-
ing Oreos on top.  Refrigerate for 1 to 2 hours 

before serving. 

Dirt Delight 
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HOLD MY MULE  
 

The old man could not carry a tune in a syrup bucket, but he loved to sing, even if it was off-key! Be-
sides, he was bad about "amening" the preacher. Services had degenerated into an "undignified" as-
sembly because of the old man. He simply got too involved in the "goings on" and forgot himself. Four of 
the more well-to-do members decided that this old fellow was just too crude for the congregation. They 
appointed themselves as the ones to go and talk to the old man.  

 

When they arrived at the old fellow's house, he was in the field plowing with his old mule. Though it was 
beneath their dignity, they finally walked out through the dusty ground which soiled their fine clothes to 
talk to the old timer. "Brother Jones," they began, "we want to talk to you about your singing. Not mean-
ing any offense, but you just cannot sing. We wish you would try not to sing so loud because frankly, 
your singing ruins our services!" "I am sorry," the old fellow replied, "but it is just that when I look at 
these old clothes that I wear and then I think of them robes that God has for me, I just cannot help sing-
ing.  

 

And when I see that old shack over yonder that I live in and realize that it is liable to fall any time, and 
then I think about the beautiful palace that God has for me, I just have to sing praises to my Lord. You 
fellers see this old hat I got on? Well, when I see that crown in my mind that God has for me, I just have 
to yell that wonderful name of Jesus at the top of my lungs!" "As a matter of fact," he said, "would one of 
you fellers mind holding my mule? I feel like singing now." They left him right there, singing away in the 
field! And as these four men left the old fellow out there singing they viewed him in a different light. One 
said to the rest, "You know, his singing is not really all that bad." Another said, "I never really realized 
how sweet his voice really is." The third said, "I just hope that the LORD will allow me to sing in the 
same group that he sings in."  

 

Let THE LIGHT Shine  
 

Isaiah 9:2 KJV The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of 
the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. 

 

There is a world of lost people who walk in darkness. They stumble through their lives searching, reach-
ing for something this world cannot give.  

 

The church, each and every one of us who have been born again. Have been commissioned to shine 
the light of Jesus into that darkness.  

 

To testify of  his grace, and his mercy. To let the light and the love of his forgiveness be seen in us. 

 

Lord help us to be the light that we are supposed to be.  

 

Matthew 5:16 KJV Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven. 

16 ounces Oreo cookies                                           
12 ounces Cool Whip                                                  

8 ounces cream cheese, softened                               
1 cup powdered sugar                                              

1/2 cup butter, softened                                               
2 cups Fresca soda                                                  

2/3 cup powdered milk                                                 
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FOOTPRINTS TO FOLLOW 
 

 

Are you a stream or a pool? 
 

 
Jesus once said, according to the Apostle Paul, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
(Acts 20:35) Do you know the blessing of giving? While there is much financial need that sur-
rounds us, there are other ways to give as well: prayer, acts of service and help, notes of en-
couragement, etc. 
 
If we are only receiving from God’s gracious hand – and we all receive from Him – without 
ever giving to ministries or others, then we will become more like a pool than a flowing stream. 
You see, a spring of water is constantly giving, while the pool of water continually and only re-
ceives without giving. That is why the spring is always fresh and alive, while the pool becomes 
stagnant, eventually becoming smelly and full of garbage. What a privilege and blessing to be 
able to give. 
 
A story is told of a minister who had earnestly pleaded for the cause of missions, imploring his 
congregation to give. In response to this impassioned call for giving, an extremely poor dea-
con complained, “All this giving will kill the church.” To this, the pastor replied, “Take me to 
one church which died from ‘giving’ and I will leap upon its grave and shout to high heaven, 
‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord!’” (Rev. 14:13) 
 
We are happy to freely give the TRUMPET to all who will read and be encouraged by its many 
articles, recipes, jokes, and prayer requests. Have you ever considered giving a financial gift 
or note of encouragement to Brother Billy Douglas for his tireless work and expense on each 
and every issue? If not, now’s the time to pray about how you can be a stream that feeds into 
Brother Billy’s stream that feeds into you and so many others. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Visit Pastor Steven Huston and Pilgrims of Holy Living Church online by scanning the code below. 
Watch a free puppet show, listen to their podcasts & more. 
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Nancy’s Nuggets Of Wisdom  

 
His Voice 

 

Sister Nancy Willis 

 
MATTHEW 4:20 “And  they  straightway  left  their  nets,  and  followed  him.” 

 
They   immediately   left  their  nets.  How  often  do  we  immediately  do  what  God  is  asking  of  us?  
How  often  do  we  say,  “Do  you  really  mean  that,  God,  or  Do   I  have  to  do  it  now?”  We  need  
to  get  into   the  habit  of  saying,  “Yes  Lord,”  and  immediately  doing  what  he  wishes.  Just  think  
what  this  world  could  be  if   every  Christian IMMEDIATELY, responded to the Lord's  commands.  
Just  think  about  the  number  of  people  who  would  be  reached  and  brought  into  the  Kingdom. I  
remember  a  lady  telling  about  how  one  night  the  Lord  told  her  to  go  to  a  certain house  
RIGHT  THEN,   she  called  a  couple  of  ladies  from  church  to  go  with  her.   When  they  got  there  
she  told  one  of  the  ladies  to  go  up  and  knock  on  the  door.  The  lady  replied,  The  Lord  told  
you  to  come  here;  you  knock.”  So,  she  did,  and  the  man  that  lived  in  the  house  had  tied  up  
his  wife  and  kids  and  was  about  to  shoot  them,  and  then  himself,  but  because  this  lady  went  
when  the  Lord  told  her,  he  intervened.  Now,  had  she  not  went,  these  peoples’  blood  could  
very  well  been  on  her  hands.  It's  so  important  to  be  obedient  to  the  Lord. Resolve  that  from  
this  day  forward  you  will  respond  to  God's   Words   to  you.   Resolve  that  you  will  listen  for  and  
hear  his  voice  clearly.  That  you  will  learn  to  recognize  his   voice,  so  you  too  can  respond  IM-
MEDIATELY. (August 2007) 

01. I Will Meet You In Paradise (written by Carroll Roberson) 02. I Still Believe (written by Billy 
R. Douglas) 03. I Want To Do Thy Will (written by R. Goss & H. Vibbert) 04. What Will My Re-
cord Show (written by Marvin Morrow) 05. Mama's Favorite Song* (written by Ray Owens & 

Billy R. Douglas) 06. Less Of Me (written by Glen Campbell) 07. If We Never Meet Again 
(written by Albert Brumley) 08. Lead Me To That Rock (written by Billy Sherrill) 09. I'm Waiting 

For You Lord (written by Marvin Morrow) 10. The Rock That Never Rolls (written by Kenny 
Daugherty) 11. A Million Years From Now (written by Dottie Rambo) 12. Tell The World 

(written by Billy R. Douglas) 13. Goimg Down To The Church House                                                          
(written by Marvin Morrow) 

 

Available NOW on CD or USB flash drive 

For a Love Gift  



Have You Seen The Enemy 
by Pastor Billy R. Douglas 

Sermon on CD Available free upon request 

Video available on our YouTube channel 

Worldwide Radio  

VOTL Radio / WOTL Radio 

Listen 24/7 on your computer, laptop, smart 
phone, Roku and more! 2 Stations ONE 
MESSAGE...the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

www.VOTLRADIO.com 

www.WOTLRADIO.com 
 

Video  

Watch our latest and archived sermon videos  

www.youtube.com/votltabernacle 
 

Podcast  

Listen to and download archived sermons 
and radio broadcasts 

www.votlradio.podomatic.com 
 

Newsletter Archives  

View and print our latest edition of THE 
TRUMPET as well as past issues 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 
 

Weekly Radio Programs  

The Voice of the LORD Broadcast 

The Old Gospel Ship 
Airing on FM, AM & Internet stations across America 

 

For more information and Ministry resources 
visit our websites 

www.votlradio.com 

www.wotlradio.com 

www.voiceofthelordministries.com 

www.votlministries.com 

www.theoldgospelship.com 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 

www.facebook.com/votltabernacle 
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Follow us on Facebook for                                
days and times  
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A Word For Today  
By Sister Michelle Deuling 

 

Verse for Today: Psalms 25:7  Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy 
mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD.Additional Passages for today:  Job 20:11;  Psalm 
51:1; Psalm 25:11;  Exodus 34:6-7;  Isaiah 43:25;  

Thought for Today: Forgiveness isn’t earned nor deserved. It is a gift that honors the Lord.  It is for the sake of 
the Lord’s mercy and goodness, not the wicked, that God forgives.   

Story for Today:  Rita threw her car keys down on the coffee table.  She wasn’t the 17-year-old girl that Claudette 
remembered.   They were both almost 60 years old and lived what felt like a lifetime.  Rita had once been a wild 
child, known for her fearless, troublemaking ways.  How she survived was a wonder.  Drinking, smoking, rebelling, 
and living recklessly were an everyday occurrence, beginning before she reached 13 years old.  Claudette was 
often involved in her schemes and resented that Rita seemed to have her life together.  Claudette wanted to hold 
on to Rita’s past.  She remembered the girl who never conformed to the rules and constantly challenged authority.   
When life brought the two ladies together after forty years of no contact, Claudette was not willing to give Rita the 
benefit of the doubt.  She just knew that Rita was still the same troublemaker who was always creating chaos 
wherever she went.  Rita sank onto the sofa and placed her head in her hands.  She knew she was blessed to 
have been forgiven.  She regretted having wasted her youth, living in sin.  But God had found her.  She may have 
been a wreck, nearly destroying herself with the wicked lifestyle, but one day, when she was at her lowest, God put 
Mandi in her path.  Mandi shared with her that God loved her.  She told her that God loved her so much that He 
sent His son Jesus to pay for her sins so that she could be restored to Him.  She explained that Jesus came as a 
baby.  He lived a perfect life, but was accused of doing wrong things.  She said that jealousy and pride ruled in the 
hearts of the leaders who falsely accused Him and that the punishment was death on the cross.  The rulers meant 
to destroy Jesus Christ, but God planned it as a way of salvation so that Jesus took our sins on Himself and al-
lowed us to be His righteousness.  Rita had never known a love like that.  How could someone die to save her?  
She was a mess.  She didn’t feel like she had anything worth saving.  But as she knelt in prayer that day, she re-
ceived forgiveness and with it a freedom like nothing she had ever known.  From that day forward, her life was 
changed.  She was still Rita, but that was all of her old life that stayed with her.  She quit smoking and never took 
another drink.  She was so grateful for what Jesus did for her that she wanted to please Him by living a godly life.  
Mandi helped her find a job and get a nice place to stay.  She met with her regularly, where they talked about con-
cerns that Rita had and discussed what she had been reading in her Bible.  They also memorized Bible passages 
together.  Mandi would pick Rita up for church, and they became like sisters; Sisters in Christ. 

As Rita bowed her head, she began to pray.  First, she thanked the Heavenly Father for forgiving her sins and for 
changing her life.  She thanked Him for the mercy that caused Him to no longer remember her sins and transgres-
sions.  Then, she began to pray for Claudette. Rita knew that she didn’t deserve forgiveness.  She recognized that 
it was God’s mercy that made it possible for her to receive forgiveness and that it was all to God’s glory and for His 
goodness’ sake.  She prayed that God would allow her to show Claudette the loving Father that Mandi had shown 
her.  Rita was grateful that she was able to work for God.  She thanked Him for this opportunity, even though it 
brought back many of the days in her past that she would rather not remember.    She knew that God had forgiven 
her, and that was all that mattered.  If her discomfort was able to be used to bring another soul into the kingdom, 
she would willingly suffer, for Christ’s sake.   

Questions for Today:  Have you been forgiven?  All have sinned and fall short of the Glory of God.  All have sins 
and transgressions of their youth that they need to confess, repent, and be forgiven for.  Will you start fresh today 
with Jesus as your Saviour?  Or do you still see the sins of others past, not letting them be free?  Remember that 
God is the judge and that we are to leave that work in His hands. Can you forgive and forget the sins of your 
friends? 

Prayer for Today:  Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your mercy and grace.  Thank You that You are all we 
need and that You continue to offer forgiveness.  Please allow us to be used by You to point the lost to salvation 
through the blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ.  Please help us to be the encourager that young and old believers 
alike need in their lives.  Please help us to walk alongside new believers, pointing them to Your Word for answers 
to their questions.  Thank You for giving us the Bible and for allowing us to come into Your presence.   In Jesus’ 
Name, Amen.   



 
Submit your Prayer Request to: 
Voice of the LORD Ministries 

P.O. Box 541 - Livermore, KY 42352 
Phone: 270-313-8753  

Email: voiceofthelordministries@juno.com 

Weekly Radio Outreach  
 

The Voice of the LORD Broadcast  

VOTL / WOTL Radio                              
www.votlradio.com                       
www.wotlradio.com 

WXPS FM 92.1 - Spartanburg, SC 

91.5 FM McDaniels / Leitchfield /                              
Central City KY  

98.3 FM Rockport Indiana /                          
Owensboro KY 

91.1 FM Hiseville / Glasgow KY 

WPAK 1490 AM Farmville, Virginia 

WOTG Radio - Pinellas Park, FL  

WBLB 107.5 FM 1340 AM                                 
Pulaski, VA 

 

The Old Gospel Ship  

VOTL Radio                              
www.votlradio.com 

WOTG Radio - Pinellas Park, FL  

WXCF-AM 1230 - Covington, VA 

WKEY-AM 1340 - Covington, VA 

WKEY-FM 103.5 - Covington, VA 

WRMV FM 94.5 - Madison Heights, VA 

WPAK 1490 AM Farmville, Virginia 

Showers of Blessings 104 FM                            
Pago Pago, American Samoa 

WJJT FM 105.9 WJJT AM 1540                         
Jellico, TN 

WYAP-LP 101.7 FM - Clay, WV 

WGAA 1340 AM - Cedartown, Georgia 

RKP Radio 1710 AM - Washington, PA 

South Wind Radio - Montesano, WA           

ASLN Radio - Cordova, Alaska  

GCIN Radio - Wiggins, MS  

WNY Radio - Youngstown , NY                                  

WHSB Radio - Columbus , OH 

Swain County Christian FM                                 
Bryson City, NC 

WTRP 1620 AM                                                    
Lagrange, GA 

CCRG & WUUK 105.7 FM                                 
Erie, PA 

WBPS FM 101.9 Cambridge, Ohio 

WBLB 107.5 FM 1340 AM                                 
Pulaski, VA 

Country Gospel Radio                                        
Essex United Kingdom 

SOGR Radio                                                        
Powell, TN 

OTNT FM                                                                   
Northeastern Minnesota 

VOTL Tabernacle 

216 Hill St. Livermore, KY 

Services 

Sunday Morning Service  11 AM 

Everyone Welcome  

God’s Simple Plan of Salvation  
My Friend: we are about to ask you the most important question 
of your life. Your joy or your sorrow for all eternity depends upon 
your answer. The question is: Are you saved? Do you know Je-
sus Christ as your personal LORD and Saviour? It is not a ques-
tion of how good you are, nor if you are a church member, but 
have you put your faith in Jesus? Are you sure you will go to 
Heaven when you die? The Bible makes the plan of salvation 
plain and simple. Romans 10:13  says For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Call on Jesus today. 
Put your faith and trust in him and ask him to forgive you of your 
sins and to be your LORD and savior and you will be born 
again...SAVED!! Do this today, tomorrow may be to late! Please 
write or call us if you have made the decision to accept Jesus.  


