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Bread Crumbs

It can't be bought it can't be sold

It is absolutely amazing how quickly a Christian can
move from the status of a great victory to the state
of despondency and despair. We should understand
that immediately following any spiritual victory there
will come an increased effort of the powers of darkness to discourage and to offend. The devil works
through lies that seem plausible, even while the
shout of victory is still on our lips. So beware and be
ready for the onslaught of the enemy after a great
blessing. This truth is illustrated convincingly in the
life of Elijah. After succeeding magnificently on
Mount Carmel, after proving the prophets of Bail as
powerless charlatans and after leading Israel back
to the one true living God, his life is threatened by
Queen Jezebel. Instead of believing God, Elijah
takes off running. He winds up living in a cave where
God comes to him and asks, ”what are you doing
here?” Elijah recognizes his mistake and returns to
Israel to finish what God had started through him.
So if you ever find yourself driven by fear and hiding
out in a cave, understand that this is not where God
desires you to be. Its time to leave that cave of despair, step back out in faith, and do what God has
called you to do! 1 Kings19:9 - And he came thither
unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the
word of the LORD came to him, and he said unto
him, What doest thou here, Elijah?

It brings to light the darkest sin

Pastor Loren Larson

Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold,
a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his
name Immanuel. Isaiah 7:14
For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.
Isaiah 9:6
In a stable in Bethlehem
Was born the King of all men
To the shepherds Heavens host proclaimed
Peace to all men in Jesus name
It's the greatest story ever told

And sets us free to live again
And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. And there
were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
Luke 2:7-14

The Test
Pastor Don Ragsdale
In Luke 22:31-32 Jesus told Peter that Satan
desired to sift him as wheat, but Jesus went on and
said, BUT, I have prayed for you that your faith fail
not. While God allows Satan to come to huff and
puff to blow our House down, only the House built
upon the Solid Rock Jesus Christ will continue to
Stand. Even though your facing the powers of darkness as never before know this the Adversary is out
to steal your faith, but Jesus our Advocate with the
Father, has prayed for us to keep us in it! So whatever it is that the devil means for evil, God can make
it good, and bring about a turn around. For the test
is not for your destruction but for a Greater Testimony, of God's saving and sanctifying Grace
7134 Church Rd. Walls, MS 38680
P.O. Box 449 Southaven, MS 38671
www.wordofthecrossministries.com
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CHURCH OF THE COVERED DISH

The Pilot

Cousin Leroy
Ole Leroy called the vet and said, "My horse is very
very sick. She's lying down and won't eat anything and
is making strange noises." The vet came and looked
over the horse and says "You're right - she certainly is
ill - and she needs some very strong medicine." He
took a bottle out of his box, put two pills into his hand
and said, "Give her these. The pills should make her
better." "How can I give them to her? She won't eat
anything." Leroy asked. The vet handed him a long
tube and said "Put this tube in her mouth, then put the
pills in the tube and blow. That'll take care of it." The
next day the vet came to the farm again to check up
on things. "How's your horse?" the vet asked. "No
change," Leroy said, "but I've been feeling very ill myself." "Oh?" the vet said, "Why?" "Well, I did what you
said," Leroy answered. "I put the tube in the horse's
mouth and then put the two pills down it - just like you
said." "And?" the vet asked. "She blew first!"

An airplane pilot had had a particularly difficult flight
and a rough landing. The airline had a policy which
required the first officer to stand at the door while the
passengers exited, smile and give them a "Thanks
for riding Royal Airlines." But, in light of his bad landing, the pilot had a hard time looking the passengers
in the eye, thinking that someone would have a
smart comment. Finally, everyone had gotten off except for this sweet little old lady walking with a cane.
She said, "Sonny, mind if I ask you a question?"
"Why no, ma'am," replied the pilot, "What is it?" The
little old lady said, "Did we land or were we shot
down?"
The Trick
On a visit to New York, Jack and Bob were broke and so
hungry their stomach hurt. Jack talked Bob into going in to
a pastry shop. Jack whisked three cookies into his pocket
with lightning speed. The baker didn’t notice. Bob was
shocked, he was hungry but not hungry enough to steal!

Cat Church

"You see how clever I am? You'll never beat that!" Jack

Johnny's Mother looked out the window and noticed
Him "playing church" with their cat. He had the cat
sitting quietly and he was preaching to it. She smiled
and went about her work. A while later she heard loud
meowing and hissing and ran back to the open window to see Johnny baptizing the cat in a tub of water.
She called out, "Johnny, stop that! The cat is afraid of
water!" Johnny looked up at her and said, "He should
have thought about that before he joined my church."

said. Bob turned and said to the baker, "Give me a cookie,
I can show you a trick!" The baker gave him the cookie
which Bob promptly eats. Then he said to the baker: "Give
me another cookie for my trick." The baker is getting suspicious but he gives it to him. He eats this one too. Then he
says again: "Give me one more cookie..." The baker is
getting angry now but gives him one anyway. Bob eats this
one too. Now the baker is really mad, and he yells: "And
where is your famous trick?" To which Bob replied: "Look
in my friends pocket!"
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The Empty Chair
And he said, While the child was yet alive, I fasted and wept: for I said, Who can tell whether GOD will be gracious
to me, that the child may live? But now he is dead, wherefore should I fast? can I bring him back again? I shall go to
him, but he shall not return to me. 2 Samuel 12:22-23
The words of King David no doubt strike a chord in the heart of each one of us. He was mourning the death of his
child. He had wept, fasted, prayed to God...but the child died anyway. Yet during this hard time in his life David
found a truth to hold to...a peace that can only come from the Lord. As we gather with our family and friends for
Thanksgiving and Christmas there will be an empty chair or chairs around the table that serve to remind us of loved
ones who have went home to be with the Lord. As I thought on this the Holy Spirit brought something to mind that
was a comfort to me and I pray that it in some way will comfort you as well. Just as there are empty chairs around
our table as we gather, there are empty chairs around that great table in Heaven...those chairs await you and me.
And just as King David said...we cannot bring our loved ones back to us but we can most assuredly go to them! If
we keep our faith and our trust in Jesus Christ we can have the comfort of knowing that one day in the portals of
Heaven we will once again gather around the table with our loved ones. I want to share a poem that I found recently. I am not sure who wrote it but I knew as soon as I read it that the Lord wanted me to share it with you…
Time cannot heal the emptiness
Or fill the empty chair
The one that's in the family room
I see it empty there
Or the chair that's at the table
Where together we would dine
Although I sit there still
The only hands that pray are mine
Still I give thanks to God each day
I pray this prayer comes true
You save an empty chair for me
When I come home to you
I know that the holidays are hard and bring much grief to so many. I have even heard people say that they “hate the
holidays” because of the pain of missing loved ones who have passed on. Trust me when I tell you that those who
have gone home to be with the Lord would not want us grieving ourselves to death because of their passing. They
are happy with the Lord...happier than they ever were in this old world. And they would want us to be happy as well.
Take comfort in the fact today that even though they cannot come to be with us in this old world and once again fill
their empty chair, we will one day take our place at that great marriage supper in Heaven and fill the empty chair
that awaits us there.
Merry Christmas and may the LORD Bless and keep you is our prayer. Pastor Billy R Douglas
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“DID NOT OUR HEART BURN WITHIN US”
By: Evangelist Mike Heltsley

Luke 24:13-35 - And, behold, two of them went that same day to a village called Emmaus, which was from Jerusalem about
threescore furlongs.14 And they talked together of all these things which had happened. 15 And it came to pass, that, while they
communed together and reasoned, Jesus himself drew near, and went with them. 16 But their eyes were holden that they should
not know him. 17 And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk,
and are sad? 18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answering said unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days? 19 And he said unto them, What things? And
they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people:
20 And how the chief priests and our rulers delivered him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him. 21 But we trusted
that it had been he which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done.
22 Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre; 23 And when they
found not his body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that he was alive. 24 And certain of
them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but him they saw not. 25 Then he
said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken: 26 Ought not Christ to have suffered
these things, and to enter into his glory? 27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the
scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 And they drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he
would have gone further. 29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent.
And he went in to tarry with them. 30 And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake,
and gave to them. 31 And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. 32 And they said one
to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 33
And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with
them, 34 Saying, The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 35 And they told what things were done in the way, and
how he was known of them in breaking of bread. Luke 24:32 - And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us,
while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures?

We celebrate the Resurrection as a day of great victory. But as we read in our text, those disciples that were from Emmaus, on their way home, had broken hearts, and was very sad as they remembered the days that they had spent with
Christ. On their journey home they met Jesus, in which they didn’t recognize Him, and began to pour out their heart to
this Stranger. Let’s go with Jesus and these discouraged, backslid disciples. 1. NOTICE HOW JESUS MENDED THEIR
BROKEN HEARTS (VV. 13-21) As they journeyed to Emmaus, they talked sadly of recent events. In their sadness,
Jesus draws near, and as He listened to their conversation, He discovers their broken hearts. A. Their conversation
reveals their broken hearts. 1. Discouraged hearts are broken hearts. 2. Depressed hearts are broken hearts. 3. Resigned hearts are broken hearts. B. See how Jesus begin to mend their hearts. 1. He walks with them even though they
don’t recognize Him. 2. He asks them what is wrong. - (Luke 24:17) "And he said unto them, What manner of communications are these that ye have one to another, as ye walk, and are sad?") 3. He addresses their hurts. “What things” (Luke 24:19) "And he said unto them, What things? And they said unto him, Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was
a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people:") C. Jesus is the healer of broken hearts. 2. NOTICE
HOW JESUS RESTORED THEIR BACK-SLIDDEN HEARTS (VV. 22-27) They had believed in Him; now they just said
nice things about Him. They had expected miracles; now they doubted His resurrection. A. They were slow of heart to
believe - (Luke 24:25) "Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:") 1. Once they had dared; now they are doubtful. 2. Once they had expected redemption; now they retreat. 3.
Once they were thrilled; now they are chilled. B. Jesus restores their back-slidden hearts. 1. He teaches them the Scriptures. 2. They saw that the Scriptures spoke of Him. 3. Faith is restored by taking and applying the Bible. 3. HOW JESUS SETS OUR HEARTS AFIRE AND OPENED THEIR EYES (VV. 28-32) A. By talking with them. - (Luke 24:32)
"And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he
opened to us the scriptures?") B. By the Word of God. C. Fellowship with them - (Luke 24:27-29 - And beginning at
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself. 28 And they
drew nigh unto the village, whither they went: and he made as though he would have gone further. 29 But they constrained him, saying, Abide with us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent. And he went in to tarry with them.)
D. The breaking of bread & His pierced hands - (Luke 24:30) "And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took
bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.") 4. WHAT BURNING HEARTS DID FOR THESE DISCIPLES (VV.
34-35) A. Made them change directions - (Luke 24:33) "And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem,
and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with them," B. Made them seek out other Christians and
meet with them. - (Luke 24:33) "And they rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem, and found the eleven
gathered together, and them that were with them," C. Made them a blessing to others. - (Luke 24:34-35) "Saying, The
Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon. 35 - And they told what things were done in the way, and how he
was known of them in breaking of bread." Let us ask God to consume our hearts like never before.
Preaching The Truth Ministries * P.O. Box 21682 * Louisville, KY. 40221 - Tel. # (502) 930-5503 - www.preachingthetruth.net
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Do we need a Justice League or will ONE Man do?
Pastor Steve Huston - 103 N. Division Ave. Fremont, Michigan 49412
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” John 3:16
“What’s your super power?” That question has been floating around social media for quite some time now and is
often heard being asked, mostly, among the millennial generation. With the increase of super-hero movies, television shows, comic sales and action figures, we spend incredible amounts of money on this genre—telling Hollywood, give us more. Despite Tina Turner’s 1985 hit song, We Don’t Need Another Hero, fantasy heroes have grown
in popularity and are here to stay. Hmm, why is that? People long for someone to save their embattled mind, to pull
them out of the ash-heap of their self-inflicted wounds and troubles. Many may deny the one true God, but they are
still looking for a “god” to save them. Subconsciously, some may even be looking for a super-hero that will save
them from God Himself. Super-heroes, in part, provide a reprieve from reality, giving us a false sense of security
that everything is going to be okay. Men, rejecting the God of the Bible, attempt to create God in their own image.
We look at the “shiny armored” comic book heroes of yesteryear and see that today they have grown much darker.
If it is okay for our heroes to act in an unrighteous manner, surely we can do likewise. If we recreate God in our own
image—not concerned with holiness or being just—we need not live up to a righteous or holy standard of living either. When our heroes don’t live by a standard of absolute truth, why must we? In comic book or cinema lore, man’s
greatest enemies are portrayed as “a giant interstellar starfish” or meteor hurtling toward earth from outer space,
genetically mutated monsters or super villains, and at times, some natural disaster. However, in real life the monsters we need saving from are monsters like addiction to pornography, alcohol, drugs, sex, and the list goes on. In
truth, man’s greatest enemy is Satan and the original sin which lies in the heart of each of us—drawing us away
from holiness and into further sin. Justice League’s Batman, played by Ben Affleck, who has been fighting his own
monsters of alcohol abuse, marital turmoil (pending divorce), and an accusation of sexual impropriety—in the wake
of Hollywood’s sexual harassment scandal—ponders the need of a real “super-hero.” As USA Today quotes Affleck,
“There’s a lot of stuff going on in the world, from natural to man-made disasters, and it’s really scary. Part of the appeal of this genre is wish fulfillment: Wouldn’t it be nice if there was somebody who can save us from all this, save
us from ourselves, save us from the consequences of our actions and save us from people who are evil?” Even
“Batman” is powerless over the chains of sin. No Justice League “super-hero” can beat the devil or the sin which
resides within each of us fallen creatures. Within each “super-hero” and within each of us is the monster of sin that
rages to be unleashed. In the midst of such personal woe; in the midst of such chaos and crime; in the midst of such
spiritual wanderlust; there IS one—and ONLY One—who can save us from the monster of Satan, sin, and self.
There is only One who can see us through every disaster and evil—either protecting us from or taking us through to
eternal glory. There is only One who can save us from the eternal consequences of our actions. That One is the
only real god-man, the only Savior of mankind. He is the Man Jesus Christ—the promised Messiah. By the grace of
God, because He loved the world so much, He sent His only begotten Son. Jesus (Emmanuel—“God with us”)
came so that if we would believe on Him, we would be saved. No super-hero needed; no need to embrace victimhood; simply believe and embrace the One who was the Victim of our sin. By His stripes we are healed. Experience
His cleansing power, being saved to the uttermost, and be transformed by His amazing love! Ben Affleck straightforwardly echoes the cry of every man, woman, and child, in search of a “super-hero.” Little do they realize that their
cry can only be answered by the gospel of Jesus Christ. He alone has come to destroy the works of the devil, to
save His people from their sin, and to make men free. Our purpose is holy living and sharing the truth of this wonderful Savior—telling of His atoning work on the cross. Our lives are to be a witness to this saving grace and to
make it known to others. Take every opportunity to speak of mankind’s only REAL Savior. Wouldn’t it be nice if
someone would give this answer: “Yes Mr. Affleck, it would be ‘nice if there was somebody who can save us from all
this, save us from ourselves, save us from the consequences of our actions and save us from people who are
evil’—and there is. His name is Jesus.”
———————————————————————————————————————————————————-

Christmas WITHOUT The X
So often these days we see Christmas with the 'Christ' taken out and replaced with an 'X'. It's almost as if it's a
nameless celebration. We as Christians know how far from the truth that is. We read here of angels appearing to
the shepherds and declaring the birth of Jesus, the Son of David - who is the Christ (the Messiah). It is in no way a
'nameless' event, but a wonderful celebration of the greatest event - the birth of Christ and the reconciliation to God
He brought to us all. So let's keep the 'Christ' in Christmas. Christmas must always start with Christ For He has
saved us and changed our lives. Written by M.S. Lowndes
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Candied Walnuts
by Amy Willis

1 c brown sugar
1/2 c granulated sugar
1/2 c sour cream
Dash of salt
1 tsp vanilla extract
2 1/2 c
Orange Juice Cake
1 pkg. yellow butter cake mix
1 pkg. instant vanilla pudding mix
1 c. orange juice
1/2 c. oil
4 eggs

walnut halves
Combine brown sugar, granulated sugar and sour
cream in a small saucepan. Cook over med heat stirring until it boils. Continue to boil until mixture reaches
soft ball stage, 240 degrees on a candy thermometer.
Stir in vanilla and salt. Pour candy over walnuts in a
mixing bowl. Mix well till evenly coated. Turn out onto
wax paper and cool.

1/2 c. chopped pecans
ICING:
1 c. sugar
1 stick butter
1/2 c. orange juice
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. Mix cake mix, pudding,
eggs, oil and orange juice. Grease and flour bundt or
tube pan. Pour chopped nuts in bottom. Add batter
and bake about 45 minutes. ICING DIRECTIONS:
Cook 4 minutes. Pour over cake while still in pan. Let
cool and remove.

Corn Casserole

Snickers Fudge
2 cups semi-sweet chocolate chips
1 (3 3/4 ounce) Snickers candy bars, chopped
1 (12 ounce) can milk chocolate frosting:
Line an 8-inch square pan with foil, extending foil over
the edges. Spray lightly with nonstick cooking spray.
Set aside. Microwave chips in medium microwave
safe bowl on high for 1-2 minutes or until chips are
melted, stirring occasionally. Add frosting and candy
bars. Blend well. Spread in sprayed foil-lined pan.
Refrigerate 1 hour or until firm. Remove fudge from
pan by lifting the foil. Remove foil from fudge.
Cut into squares.

1 can cream style corn
1 can whole kernel corn, drained
1 box jiffy corn muffin mix
1 1/2 cups sour cream

Homemade Hot Chocolate

2 eggs

8 cups whole milk

1 stick butter

1 box (8 envelopes) hot chocolate mix

1/4 cup onion, chopped

1 bag milk chocolate chips

2 cups shredded cheese

1 can eagle brand milk

Place onion and butter in a microwave safe casserole
dish. Cook 5 minutes. Add jiffy mix, sour cream, eggs,
and corn. Cook for 45 minutes in oven at 300 degrees.
Sprinkle with cheese and cook for 10 more minutes.

Put whole milk in sauce pan. Let it get warm. Add hot
chocolate envelopes and stir until dissolved. Add chocolate
chips and eagle brand milk. Stir constantly until chips are
melted and mixture is hot. Can also be done in crock pot if
you prefer.
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Potato Casserole

www.voiceofthelordministries.com

by Joyce Dame

2 lb. tater tots or hash browns,
thawed and crumbled
1/4 cup butter, melted
1 can cream of chicken soup
16 oz. sour cream
1/2 cup chopped onion
2 cups sharp cheddar cheese
2 cups corn flake crumbs
Combine soup, onion, and cheese. Melt butter and
pour over potatoes. Add potatoes to soup mixture.
Cover with corn flakes. Bake 45 minutes to 1 hour
at 350 degrees.

COOKBOOK
We still have copies of our church cookbook for sale and
they would make GREAT Christmas gifts!
“Heavenly Recipes” $5.00 each + $2.00 s&h
SPECIAL - Order 3 or more and shipping is FREE!

2 GREAT Christmas Projects
on ONE CD!
1.Country Christmas
2.Three Wise Men

Music CD’s

3.An Old Christmas Card
4.He's The Reason For The Season
5.When Jesus Came
6.Christmas On His Knees
7.Santa Claus Got Saved
8.What Child Is This

"OLD FASHIONED" (2017)

9.Mary Did You Know

01-Old Fashioned

10.Go Tell It On The Mountain

02-Just A Closer Walk With Thee

"You’re Not Alone” (2016)

03-It Aint New

1.Trophy of Grace

04-I'll Take Some Things
Of My Own

2.The Old Love Letter

05-You're Invited To My Mansion
06-I'm On My Way To Heaven

3.He Reminds Me of Jesus
4.Old School
5.Don't Tell Mama

11.He's The Reason For The Season
12.O Come All Ye Faithful
13.Beautiful Star Of Bethlehem
14.C H R I S T M A S
15.Sleep Little Baby

07-Thank You Lord For
Your Blessings On Me

6.Wait A Little Longer Please Jesus

08-Take My Hand Precious Lord

7.Too Old To Die Young

09-I Am A Pilgrim

8.You're Not Alone

18.Joy To The World

9.What Ya Gonna Do

19.The First Christmas Tree (bonus track)

10.What Will I Do With Jesus?

20.Joseph's Song (bonus track)

10-Blessed Be The Name
Of The LORD

16.Come On Ring Those Bells
17.O Little Town Of Bethlehem

Available for a love gift of any size
Music CD’s available for a Love Gift of Any Size
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O Little Town Of Bethlehem
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come
forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting. Micah 5:2
In the same way that God's "wondrous gift" came to Bethlehem, silently, so Christ comes into our lives today and
casts out our sins and fears if we are willing to have Him abide in our lives. Then "the dear Christ enters in." How
beautifully the glorious message of Christmas is told in this well-phrased hymn by Phillips Brooks, one of America's
most outstanding ministers of the twentieth century. During a trip to the Holy Land in 1865, Brooks went to the
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem on Christmas Eve and worshiped there. He was deeply moved by this experience. Three years later, while pastoring the Holy Trinity Church in Philadelphia, Brooks desired to have a special
carol for the children to sing in their Sunday school Christmas program. Recalling the peaceful scene in the little
town of Bethlehem, Brooks completed the writing of the text in just one evening. He gave a copy of the words to his
organist, Lewis R. Redner, and requested him to compose a melody that would be easy for the children to sing. On
the evening just before the program was to be given, Redner awakened suddenly from his sleep with the present
melody in his mind-and he quickly wrote it out. "O Little Town of Bethlehem" has been a favorite with children and
adults around the world since that time….
"O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; yet
in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light-the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
For Christ is born of Mary-and gathered all above, while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring
love. O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on
earth.
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav'n. No
ear may hear His coming, but, in this world of sin, where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in.
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; cast out our sin and enter in-be born in us today. We hear the
Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!"
from Amazing Grace: 366 Inspiring Hymn Stories for Daily Devotions.
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————-

The Jesus In The Manger
Katy Kauffman
Whenever I see a manger scene, whether it’s a foot tall or life-size, I always look at the baby Jesus. Does He look
realistic enough? So many nativities give Him a peaceful look, and I imagine He did have one (when He wasn’t crying). But over time, I had forgotten the fullness of who was in that manger two thousand years ago until I started
reading the book of Revelation. I read again that Jesus is …The Alpha and the Omega. The First and the Last. He
who lives, and was dead, and … [is] alive forevermore! The first chapter of Revelation shows us who Jesus is, and
gives us a description of His appearance as John saw Him. A golden band wrapped around His chest and floorlength garment. His head and hair were white, and His eyes looked like a flame. His feet were as refined brass, and
His voice sounded like many waters. His countenance shone like the sun. Glorious. Majestic. Amazing. John was so
awestruck that he fell at Jesus’ feet like a dead man. This is our Jesus, the Jesus who came to earth as a baby the
first Christmas night. The God of the universe, the Creator of all that is, allowed Himself to be wrapped in our skin, to
have a beating heart, and to need food and water like we do. The majestic King of heaven set aside His golden band
and crown to wear swaddling clothes. To walk dusty streets. To love those who wouldn’t love Him back. The baby in
the manger is Lord of all. I believe that the shepherds understood who they saw when they found Jesus the night He
was born. The angels had told them. Prophecy had promised Him. Christ the Lord had come at last. Peace arrived
and goodwill toward mankind. The shepherds’ response to the angels’ declaration is the same response God wants
us to have today. Seeking Jesus. Praising God. Telling others. When we take in what Scripture tells us about Jesus,
the proper response is to seek Him and worship Him. It’s to praise God and share with others who Jesus is and that
He has come to seek and save the lost. No longer do we have to roam through life trying to satisfy our hearts our
way or to make sense of the world in our own wisdom. We can know God, find all we need in His love and provision,
and have purpose. This Christmas, let’s be “shepherds” that share about the Jesus who saves. And like John, the
writer of Revelation, let’s fall before Jesus in awe and walk with Him in love. May the Jesus who was in the manger
be the Savior and Lord of your heart and the Peace and Goodwill you seek. May He be the light of your life and the
light you share with others in this special season and all year long. Merry Christmas!
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By Sister Michelle Deuling
Verse for Today: Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God.
Additional passages for Today: 1 John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
Thought for Today: To “Prove” something, you test it to show the truth of the character of the product. The Christian character will reveal what is that good, acceptable and perfect will of God.
Story for Today: Christmas was only weeks away and the air smelled of snow. All the children were bouncing
around excitedly as they waited for their hot cup of chocolate milk that would help warm them up from the inside
while the fire in the fireplace worked to heat them from the outside. The sledding had been a lot of fun although
the snow and cold winds had chilled most of them in short order. Ash and Mandy were a couple of the older teens
that had volunteered to help with the many children that had gathered to enjoy the winter-wonderland. Ash had
made of profession of faith in Jesus Christ at a very early age and had been involved in the church for all his life
that he could remember. He continued not only to learn in class but, his personal devotions and the time he spent
with his family each day helped him to grow in his walk with the Lord. However, Mandy was a rather new believer
with only a few months of the Christian life under her belt. She also struggled to grow in her walk as a new Christian since her parents were atheists that were constantly tempting her to do other fun things on Sunday to try to
keep her from even going to church. Ash and Mandy joined the other workers that were gathering around the fire.
Lindsey was in the middle of what appeared to be a character assassination on a girl that Ash had just learned was
going through a very rough time. Ash knew that it was his responsibility as a follower of Christ to stop this line of
gossip even if there was a hint of truth to what was being said. Lindsey was none to pleased and decided to have a
little fun at Mandy’s expense since Ash was so intent on ruining her fun. She began by telling stories from years
ago. Mandy wasn't comfortable with this but what could she do. She and Lindsey had been friends for many years
and it wasn't until Mandy had come to Christ that they had stopped spending almost every minute of the day together. As Lindsey began to share about personal poor choices that Mandy had made, Mandy could feel the start
of anger that she hadn’t experienced in quite some time. She tried to get Lindsey to stop by laughing off the situation and telling her that no one really wanted to hear about those things and that it wasn’t the kind of thing that
should be discussed in front of the children. Lindsey didn't take the hint and seemed to delight in Mandy’s discomfort. As the talk continued, Mandy realized that she had a choice to make. She wasn't in control of Lindsey and
couldn't stop her from talking. She was, however, in control of Mandy and could control what she said and did.
She began to pray that God would forgive her for every situation that Lindsey disclosed. (She had asked God to
forgive her in the past but not for each of these incidents.) Then she asked God to give her wisdom. She also
asked God to take away any and all anger and help her to forgive Lindsey. She prayed that God would draw
Lindsey to salvation as she thanked Him for the work he had done and was doing in her. She knew if this had happened last year, she would not have responded well. She would have been very angry and would have made
Lindsey regret opening her mouth. How freeing it was to have peace rather than anger. She was so grateful that
God was working in her life. That he had brought along friends like Ash to help her learn to understand and grow.
She was grateful that she didn't have to live as she had in her past and that she was forgiven. All of this happened
in about a minute. Mandy began to sing praises to God in spite of the words she could hear Lindsey speaking
against her. As she sang quietly, more voices joined her and it wasn’t long until the group was singing as one and
Lindsey was silenced.
Questions for Today: When testing comes your way, do you live up to the proof that you are a “Christian,” a little
example of the Lord Jesus Christ? Or do the results prove that your character is not Christ-like but merely reflects
the things taught in this fallen world? It’s not too late to change! Pray and seek the Lord. He promises that those
that seek will find Him!
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THE TRUMPET

Video
Watch our latest and archived sermon videos

To Whom Shall We Go?
by Pastor Billy R. Douglas
Be sure and order your copy of this
powerful sermon on CD
Request your copy on CD for a love gift of Any Size.

www.youtube.com/votltabernacle
Podcast
Listen to and download archived sermons
and radio broadcasts
www.votlradio.podomatic.com
Newsletter Archives
View and print our latest edition of THE
TRUMPET as well as past issues
www.thetrumpetonline.com

REACHING THE WORLD WITH
THE MESSAGE OF THE CROSS
WWW.VOTLRADIO.COM
Anointed music, teaching and preaching!!
Tune in 24/7 through your desktop...laptop...smart phone...mobile
device...Roku & more!

Worldwide Radio
Tune in 24/7 to anointed music and powerful
teaching and preaching programs via your
computer, laptop, smart phone, Roku
and more!
www.votlradio.com
Weekly Radio Programs
The Voice of the LORD Broadcast
&
The Old Gospel Ship
Airing on FM, AM & Internet stations across America

MINISTRY PARTNERS NEEDED
Please prayerfully consider becoming a
VOTL Ministry partner by sending a love gift
of any size each month. We need your help
to continue this World-wide Gospel outreach. All of our ministry partners receive
our sermon of the month on CD along with
their newsletter each month.

For more information and Ministry resources
visit our websites
www.votlradio.com
www.voiceofthelordministries.com
www.theoldgospelship.com
www.thetrumpetonline.com
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PRAYER LIST
If you would like to send a picture of a loved one, a special
prayer request or when you
send a name to be added to
our prayer list we will place it in
our Prayer Box. Our Prayer
Box sits on the altar at VOTL
Tabernacle and your prayer
requests are prayed over daily
and in our services.
Ruth & Betty Slinker
Rodney Howell
Ann Hinton
Jamey Howell
Harvey & Betty Willis
Bill Johnson
Kelly & Carolyn Ralph
Bill & Kathy Willis
Samantha Ashby & family
Jeff Dickenson
Tonya Shocklee
Judy Frizzell
Letha Baize & family
Betty Butterworth
Bruce Taylor
Bobby Grove
Winfred & Linda Burden
Ray & Mary Owens
Rock & Joni Varble
Wanda & Oscar Walls
James Coates & family
America & our leaders
Israel
James & Teresa Daugherty
Myrtle Douglas
Verna Beasley
Wayne & Nora Carter
Chet Daugherty & family
Joyce Douglas
Charles McLaughlin
Keisha Thurman
Nannie Crabtree
Jonathon Flink
Paula Gilliam
Kathryn Lee
Dewey Clark
Bill Densford
Jason & Jeremy
Elaine Buell
Daniel Glass
Garrett Coates
Larry Whitaker
Ashton Henderson
Dennis Jones

Jane Whitehouse
Johnny Ford
Danny & Janet Willis
Terry & Phyllis Dickenson
Nathan Walls
Billy & Reesie Douglas
Scott Sheriff
Tommy Willis & family .
Eric & Cassie Dickenson
Shane Sheriff
Eddie St. Clair
Chasity Miiler
Jeff Carter & family
Brandy & Dylon Capps
Scott & Cindy Heads
Leon & Kathy Hardison
Robert & Virginia Dunn
Colin Allred
Willy Douglas & family
Amy Dunn
Ella Earl
Brad & Theresa Litherland
Theresa Litherland
David Fentress
Vickie Gipp
Andre Gipp
Daniel & Gary Terry
Deanna Linkugel
Tim Gilbert
Larry Garza
Marcie Eidsmoe
Estellene Shaver
Linda Dunning
Jason Ford
Whitney Ford
Osella Clabaugh
Misty Graham
Deborah Reick
Annie Gentry
Ella Weatherford
Jason Chambers
Tyler Willis
Jim Bliss
Leroy Scaff
Barbara Reckmann
Mary Pat Gray
Mike Wilkins
Patricia Threlkeld
Wendy Threlkeld
Danny Baize
Anita Smith
Roy Cronin
G.O. Wade
David Smith
Jason Fagan
Ashton Henderson
Marie Pitts
Dwayne Pitts & family
Wanda Kellems
Royel Clark
Lyle & Helen Helm
Ron & Delores Wisbey
Trina Wilson
Brittany Hall
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Loretta Murphy
Judy Hillard
Mike & Laurie Heltsley
Pennie & Logan Heltsley
Rachel Brown
Timmy Ford
Irene Baker
Anthony Stevens
David Peters
Inez Rickard
Christine Vaughn
Larry Mayfield
Deborah Sweeney
Gary Rose
Rick Howard
Brian Druin
Don & Elaine Denton
Jill Steffes
Linda & Bubby Smith
Betty Embry
Diane Rogier
Eddie Dame
Barbara Dame
Bill Krambeer
Barbara Allgood
Art Coker
Joe Johnson
Larry Demer & family
Adrian Demer
Lula Chancellor
Larry Richards
Juanita Shroader
Barbara Henderson
Debra Graham
Marsha Miller
Larry Patton
Roger Fella
Nicole Watson
Matt Chapman
Jarrod Scarboro
Lynda Purinton
Karen Frigon
Kimberly Crofton
Sheila Bruce
Donna Palmertree
Vicky Weedman
Ricky & Janie Huff
President Donald Trump
Kim Rich
Ester Manninen
Mark Chapman
Linda Roach family
Angela & David Smith
Ronny Dame
Rodney Miller
Gary King
Kathy & Jerry Whitehouse
Weston Whitehouse
Dillen Whitehouse
Cleta Camplin
Devis Awaleh
Mary Powers
Ella Mercer
Amy Rice

Daniel Huff
Amanda & Jeremy Edgell
Lisa Kluck
Amy Kluck
April & Jeremy Chenault
Tiffany Young
Thomas Kidd
Becky Fleming
Anna Sue Kluck
Spencer & Crystal Brown
Fred & Brenda Love
Jean Litherland
Suzanne Kluck
Stevie Roberson
Elvie Roberson
Liz Simpson
Misty Lindsey
Don & Kathy Suhan
Sophia Sargent
Blane & Darla Richards
Courtney Richards
Brycen Chenault
Destiny Weedman
Margie Howell
Harold Howell
Dave Jackson
Stephen Jackson
Reggie Heltsley
Ashlynn Groves
Brenda Gowen
Dena Alvey
Christopher Kluck
Dustin Cotton
Nathan Kluck
Nathan & Debora Sullivan
Alma Cook
Tim & Olivia Dunlavey
Bruce & Danielle Hutchinson
Robert Coates
Rick & Rita Wedding
Lela & Gene Swift
Jean & Conrad Emery
Jerry G. Lucas
Tonya Clark
Frank & Judy Petrock
Ed Young
Blane Richards
Janie Kluck
Tom Gutierrez
Veronika Lewis
Jordan Lewis
Kimberly Richardson
Michelle Taylor
Anna Leach
John Severs
Regina Woolsey
Junior Slinker
Ricky Slinker
Nancy Slinker
John & Lucy Vega
Donald Hines
Don & Doris Swarthout
Misty Graham
Edie Hicks

God’s Simple Plan of Salvation

Weekly Radio Outreach
The Voice of the LORD Broadcast
&
The Old Gospel Ship
The Gospel in Word & Song

My Friend: we are about to ask you the most important question
of your life. Your joy or your sorrow for all eternity depends upon
your answer. The question is: Are you saved? Do you know Jesus Christ as your personal LORD and Saviour? It is not a question of how good you are, nor if you are a church member, but
have you put your faith in Jesus? Are you sure you will go to
Heaven when you die? The Bible makes the plan of salvation
plain and simple. Romans 10:13 says For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Call on Jesus today.
Put your faith and trust in him and ask him to forgive you of your
sins and to be your LORD and savior and you will be born
again...SAVED!! Do this today, tomorrow may be to late! Please
write or call us if you have made the decision to accept Jesus. We
would love to send you some material to help you with your new
life with the LORD.

VOTL Radio
www.votlradio.com
WXPS FM 92.1 - Spartanburg, SC
www.goodtalkradio.com - Arizona
WBFJ Radio - Clothier, WV
WXCF-AM 1230 - Covington, VA

Have a friend that you think might enjoy receiving THE
TRUMPET? Send us their mailing address and we will
send them a copy of the latest issue of THE TRUMPET
along with a sign up card so that they can sign up if they
wish to continue receiving them!

WKEY-AM 1340 - Covington, VA
WKEY-FM 103.5 - Covington, VA
WRMV FM 94.5 - Madison Heights, VA
WRMV FM 100.9 - Madison Heights, VA
Showers of Blessings 104 FM
Pago Pago, American Samoa
WJCS 89.3FM - Allantown, PA
WYAP-LP 101.7 FM - Clay, WV

“The Message of the Cross”
And he said unto them, Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel
to every creature. Mark 16:15

WGAA 1340 AM - Cedartown, Georgia
RKP Radio 1710 AM - Washington, PA
WFSN-LP FM 96.7 - Union City, PA
Sunlite Radio - Oak Lawn, IL
South Wind Radio - Montesano, WA
ASLN Radio - Cordova, Alaska
GCIN Radio - Wiggins, MS
Country Gospel Radio
Southwest City, MO

VOTL Tabernacle
216 Hill St. Livermore, KY
Services

Sunday Morning Service 11 AM

Everyone Welcome

WNY Radio - Youngstown , NY
WOTG Radio - Pinellas Park, FL

Voice of the LORD Ministries

WHSB Radio - Columbus , OH

P.O. Box 541 - Livermore, KY 42352

Swain County Christian FM
Bryson City, NC
WTRP 1620 AM
Lagrange, GA
CCRG & WUUK 105.7 FM
Erie, PA

Phone: 270-313-8753
Web Site: www.voiceofthelordministries.com
Email: voiceofthelordministries@juno.com
For Southern/Country Gospel Music and anointed teaching &
preaching 24/7 tune in to VOTL Radio at

WWW.VOTLRADIO.COM

