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Footprints To Follow

Fiery Trials

Have you ever been in the furnace of affliction and found yourself thinking “This is a blast furnace;
it'll be the end of me?” Perhaps you entered the affliction with praise, but after some time and in-
creased heat your praise gave way to complaint and bitterness.

Such was the route taken by a friend of that great Scotch preacher, George MacDonald. Finally,
his friend cried out, “Oh, | would to God | had never been made!”

The Scottish minister replied, “You are not made yet; you are only being made, and you are quar-
reling with God’s processes.”

Dear listener, remember, our God is good, loves you, and knows what is best for you. All the finest
ingredients for a cake may be mixed in the bowl, but it isn't a cake until it's been through the heat.

Trust God’s processes and know that His grace is sufficient for you.

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to his purpose.

A pastor asked an older farmer, to say grace for the morning breakfast. "Lord, | hate buttermilk",
the farmer began. The pastor opened one eye to glance at the farmer and wonder where this was
going, he also noticed that he was not the only one in the room having the same thought . The
farmer loudly proclaimed, "Lord, | hate lard, and you know | don't much care for raw flour". Then
the farmer added, "But Lord, when you mix them all together and bake them, | do love warm fresh
biscuits. So Lord, when things come up that we don't like or understand, and life gets hard, help us
to trust you and wait until you're done mixing. It will probably be even better than biscuits. Amen."

Elijah

Elijah went to Heaven in a fiery chariot; Elisha picked up the elder prophet's mantle from off the
ground, struck the waters of Jordon, and cried, "Where is the Lord God of Elijah?"

As we look around us, today, we might better cry, "Where are the Elijahs of God?" Where are the
godly men who will pick up the mantle and lead their families according to God's Word? Where are
the godly men who strive for holiness of heart and life at their jobs, in their homes, and in their
communities? Where are those godly, Holy Spirit-filled men "who fear nothing but sin, and desire
nothing but God," striving to find and live out His holy will day by day?
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Cousin Leroy

Leroy’s nephew Cleatus was a rookie
police officer. He had been assigned to
ride in a cruiser with an experienced part-
ner.

A call came over the car's radio telling
them to disperse some people who were
loitering.

The officers drove to the street and ob-
served a small crowd standing on a cor-
ner. Cleatus rolled down his window and
said, "Let's get off the corner."

No one moved, so he barked again,
"Let's get off the corner. Lets break it

up!"

Intimidated, the group of people began to
leave, casting puzzled glances in his di-
rection. Proud of his first official act, the
he turned to his partner and asked,
"Well, how did | do?"

"Pretty good,” replied the veteran,
"especially since that is a bus stop."

REQUIRED.

NEW YEARS RESOLUTIONS YOU CAN KEEP

~ Gain weight. At least 30 pounds.
~ Stop exercising. Waste of time.
~ Read less. Makes you think.

~ Procrastinate more. Starting tomorrow or the next
day, maybe.

~ Spend more time at work, checking your socials.
~ Get in a whole NEW rut!
~ Personal goal: Don't bring back disco.

~ Only wear jeans that are 2 sizes too small and use
a chain or rope for a belt.

~ Create loose ends.
~ Get more toys.
~ Get further in debt.

~ Spread out priorities beyond the ability to keep
track of them.

~ Focus on the faults of others.
~ Mope about your faults.

~ Never make New Year's resolutions again.
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Life Is A Vapour But Your Influence Lives On
Pastor Billy R Douglas

Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that

appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. James 4:14

No matter how many years we live on this Earth, be it few or be it many. In the end it will seem no more
than a fleeting moment. That is why it is so important that we pray for wisdom to use the time that we

have wisely.

To treat others the way that we want to be treated. To share the love of God with as many as we can,
and to serve him for as long as he allows. Our life will indeed one day vanish away, but our memory and
our influence will remain long after we are gone

When | leave this earthly sod, and walk this road no more.
When | go home to be with God, and step on heavens shore
The life | lived, the love | gave, these things | leave behind.
For those remaining here on earth, will keep those things in mind.
So Lord please let me live today, as though it is my last.

That | might be your witness still, even after | have passed.

Until next time may the LORD bless and keep you, Pastor Billy R. Douglas

6 CD’s Back in stock!
These great music projects were recorded between 2002 & 2007
The Old Country Church - Once Upon A Time - Mercys What | Need
Hell Wont Give An Altar Call - Dont Overlook Salvation - The Old Gospel Ship

Available for a Love Gift of Any Size
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A Word to the Wise — Love Wisely
Pastor Steven Huston

“Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. A wrathful man stirreth up strife:
but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife.” Prov. 15:17-18

There’s a whole lot in the Bible that tells us about love and its consequences. This month we’re focusing on love
from Proverbs 15, which, interestingly, starts by telling us to choose our words wisely. What husband or wife (or
any of us in any relationship — even regarding that of strangers) wouldn’t be better off thinking of this first verse
before opening our mouths: “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger.” This fifteenth
chapter continues pointing us to our words and attitudes — let us read chapter 15 and take heed!

Our key verse points us to the fact that saltine crackers and water eaten in an atmosphere of love is more enjoy-
able and more easily digested than a porterhouse steak with all the trimmings and your favorite beverage eaten in
an atmosphere of bitterness or hatred. It's not just about food either, love can turn just about any activity, regard-
less of how distasteful it is, into a pleasurable experience. The opposite is just as true; if you're involved in a favor-
ite pastime, but there’s bitterness or strife — even if unspoken but felt — it's just not much fun. I've been around peo-
ple who can make anything pleasant and I've been around others who can suck the joy out of an ice cream cone,
favorite game, or walk in the woods.

Our second key verse pretty much describes how that works. Whether it's from pride, selfishness, or anger (as our
key verse describes), there are men (or women) who just do not possess a spirit of joy; because of that, they don’t
think anyone else should be enjoying themselves either. They lack self-control and, in so doing, desire to control
everything or everyone around them. Most “wrathful men” don’t think of it as “wanting to be in control,” yet, they
“stirreth up strife,” and sometimes are ignorant that they are the cause. This shouldn’t happen with Christians, but
I've known pastors, board members, and laymen who claim to be saved and sanctified, to cause more discomfort
and strife by their actions, words, and attitudes, than those who aren’t even saved or darken the doors of a church.

On the other hand, there are those who allow the oil of the Spirit to soften their words and attitudes regardless of
whether they get their way or if everything seems to go wrong. They take the words of James 1:19-20 to heart:
“Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of
man worketh not the righteousness of God.” If we will be slow to anger we can hear the whole story; we can meas-
ure our words, actions, and attitudes; we can keep our relationships from going sour; and, most importantly, we
can glorify God.

With the above, we can see the importance of guarding love, reveling in love, and we can also see how such love
benefits those around us. Truly it is loving “our neighbor” as ourself.

I would be remiss if | didn’t address the other side of a loving relationship: whether we are talking about a parent’s
love for their children, husbands and wives who are still deeply in love, or best friends who cannot imagine life with-
out the other. We must take great care in not idolizing such relationships; we must still love the Lord our God
above everyone else.

John Wesley addressed this well regarding such relationships: “But they are neither commanded nor permitted to
love one another idolatrously. Yet how common is this! How frequently is a husband, a wife, a child, put in the
place of God! How many that are accounted good Christians, fix their affections on each other. Now, if this is not
flat idolatry, | cannot tell what is.

“Universal experience both our own, and that of all our friends and acquaintance, clearly proves, that as God made
our hearts for himself, so they cannot rest till they rest in him. Till we acquaint ourselves with him, we cannot be at
peace.”
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Love's Standard

Pastor Steven Huston
“This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as | have loved you.” John 15:12

The Bible tells us that God is love (I Jn. 4:8, 16) and that Jesus was the expression of God’s love for us (Jn. 3:16).
In John 15:2 Jesus gives us both a command — “Love one another” — and sets the standard of love by which that
command is to be fulfilled — “AS | have loved you.”

Can you imagine what went through the disciples’ minds as they were given the standard of love that they were to
carry out? Rough men full of humanity, quibbling over who will get seats of honor, struggling with pride and ambi-
tion, yet, with all their foibles, loving Jesus and His teaching, desiring to please Him, and striving to carry out His
every command. “How can we love AS Jesus has loved us and as we’ve seen Him love others?”

If we are serious about fulfilling this command from our Lord, at first it will seem very daunting. Full of humanity and
knowing our own selfishness and weaknesses, we also ask, “How can | love others AS Jesus loved? Those are ‘big
shoes’ to fill.” Our minds may race through the gospels searching for ways in which we can say, “THIS is an exam-
ple of Jesus’ love. Wow, what would that action look like in my life? How can | show love to others — just AS Jesus
loved.”

Then the disciples (and we) hear Jesus share how that standard is to be lived out — it's a sacrificial love for others.
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

Can we recognize that Jesus IS love, that love is not just something He did, but it IS His character, His essence,
and all that He did stemmed from and was because He IS love?

With that in mind, our minds again race through the gospels and the examples we found at first have now increased
and we see love everywhere: Jesus loved enough to rebuke Peter, warn the Pharisees and Sadducees with strong
language, and exhort those He came into contact with, regardless of what their responses might be. Jesus loved
enough to teach others about the Kingdom of God and speak truth when it was unpopular. Jesus not only had com-
passion but He loved enough to meet the needs of those He had compassion on, even though He Himself may
have been tired and weary. Jesus loved enough to pray early, often, and long. Jesus loved enough to cleanse the
temple, often be misunderstood, or put Himself at odds with religious leaders. In all this, Jesus was laying down His
life for His friends until, finally and literally, He gave up His temporal life so that others might live eternally. Jesus
was willing to be forsaken by God so that you and | would never need to be forsaken. “For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For
God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. He that
believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed
in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:16-18).

This is sacrificial love; it was portrayed physically and spiritually. This is the love that followers of Christ are called
to.

There’s hardly a father or mother who wouldn’t take a bullet for their child or drown in an attempt to save him/her,
but do we love that child enough to have intentional and hard conversations with them over spiritual things? Do we
love enough to deny ourselves rest or cut back on times of entertainment to sincerely pray often for that child and
lead our family in prayer and devotions? Do we love enough to warn others of a hell to shun and a heaven to gain,
regardless of how we may be perceived or rejected? Do we love enough to question a church that has “gone off the
rails” of holy living or has watered down the gospel? Do we love enough that we don't care if we are misunder-
stood? Are we willing to lay down our lives — fulfilling the sacrificial standard of love set before us by Jesus — obey-
ing our Lord’s command to love one another AS He has loved us?

Pastor Steven Huston 103 N. Division Ave. Fremont, Michigan 49412 - www.pilgrimsofholylivingchurch.com
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[ Ice Cream Cake ]

1 box (12 count) ice cream sandwiches

1 (1202z) jar Smuckers caramel topping or (140z)
jar Hershey's caramel topping

1 (80z) bowl Cool Whip, softened
1 (70z) chocolate Magic Shell

Set cool whip out or in bottom of fridge to allow to sof-
ten. Set jar of caramel topping and Magic Shell in a
bowl of hot water so they will pour easily. In a 9x13

dish or pan (with lid) lay ice cream sandwiches single

layer to cover pan. You may have to cut one or two of
them in order to get them all to fit. Pour caramel top-
ping evenly over ice cream sandwiches. Gently
spread Cool Whip evenly over caramel. Cover with

Magic Shell, spreading gently with a spoon to cover

Cool whip. Put the lid on the pan and put in
freezer to freeze.

GREAT COOKBOOK!
“Family, Friends & Favorites”
over 300 recipes

ONLY $7.00 each Or $5.00 each when you
buy 2 or more!!

[ Sunshine Cake ]

1 (15.25-ounce) package yellow cake mix
1 (3-ounce) package instant lemon pudding mix
1 cup orange juice
1/2 cup vegetable oll
4 eggs
1/2 cup crushed pineapple in syrup, drained
1/2 cup chopped pecans

Glaze

1 cup white sugar
1 stick butter
1/2 cup orange juice

Preheat the oven to 325 degrees F. Grease a
10-inch Bundt pan. In a large bowl, combine the
cake mix and the pudding mix and stir to com-
bine. In a seperate bowl combine eggs, orange
juice and oil. Mix together well and add to cake

mix.. Mix ingredients well with a hand mixer.
Pour the batter into the prepared pan and bake,
about 35 to 45 minutes or until toothpick comes
out clean. Remove cake from oven and place on

cooling rack while still in the cake pan

Glaze - In a saucepan over medium heat, com-
bine the orange juice, the sugar, and the butter
and bring to a boil. Boil for 4 minutes. Remove
from heat. Poke holes in cake and drizzle the
glaze over the cake. Let cake stand for 10 min-
utes and then turn cake out onto plate.

Page 6 &4
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A Call From Hell

There is a call that haunts my soul,
A call that comes from down below.

A cry that haunts my dreams at night,
A call of pain, of grief and fright.

These words so full of hurt and pain,
They call for me, they call my name.

They beckon me to tell the lost,
Of sins great shame and what it cost.

To tell them one, to tell them all,
To warn them of this fiery fall.

These words that haunt me | must tell,
You see this is a CALL FROM HELL!

written by Billy R Douglas

Its Is | Be Not Afraid
A.B. Simpson

For they all saw him, and were troubled. And immediately he talked with them, and saith unto them, Be
of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. Mark 6:50

A little child with a tale of woe on his heart flies to his mother's arms for comfort-intending to tell her the
whole story of his trouble. But as soon as that mother takes the child in her arms and expresses her
love, the child becomes so occupied with her and the sweetness of her affection that he forgets to tell
his story, and in a little while even the memory of the trouble is forgotten. It has just been loved away
and the mother has taken its place in the heart of her child. In this same manner, God comforts us. It is
I, be not afraid is His reassuring word. The circumstances are not altered, but He Himself comes in their
place and satisfies our every need, and we forget all things in His gracious presence as He becomes
our all in all. I am breathing out my sorrow On Thy kind and loving breast; Breathing in Thy joy and com-
fort, Breathing in Thy peace and rest. | am breathing out my longings In Thy listening, loving ear; | am
breathing in Thy answer, Stilling every doubt and fear.
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THE STORY BEHIND THE SONG

Deep And Wide

Even as an adult, | love the vibrancy and joy of children’s songs — especially when | can watch them
being sung with such smiles, laughter, and activity. Did you know that one of the most popular chil-
dren’s choruses was once a revival hymn with three verses?

Sydney E. Cox (1887-1975) was born in England but moved to Canada. From 1909 to 1944 he worked
in the Salvation Army, eventually becoming a Major. From there he devoted the remainder of his life to
evangelical revival work. Of the 400 songs he either authored or composed, Deep and Wide is his
most well-known. According to his grandson, Sidney was saddened that the verses to this song “had
basically been lost to obscurity.”

I would like to take the rest of this article NOT to discuss the fountain which flows deep and wide, but,
rather, to bring those three verses out from obscurity and to the hearts and minds of our dear readers.

1. There's a wondrous fountain, Filled with living water, Flowing from the Saviour’'s wounded side.
There’s an invitation to the heavy laden, To this fountain Flowing deep and wide.

Chorus: Deep and wide, Deep and wide, There’s a fountain flowing deep and wide. Yes ‘tis deep and
wide, Deep and Wide, There’s a fountain flowing deep and wide.

2. Sweet and gracious is the Voice that bids us welcome — Cease your weary wandering and abide—
Where the healing waters flow from living fountains, Fountains that are pure, and deep and wide.

3. There is life abundant—gift from God our Father—Source, whence every need may be supplied—It
is offered freely, without price or money, Drink from Heavenly fountains, deep and wide.

Dear Reader, have you yet accepted the invitation to be washed clean from that river flowing deep and
wide from my Saviour’s side? If not, there is no time like the present; we are not guaranteed a tomor-
row. Come drink now; drink freely from the river of God’s grace and mercy, drink from the Heavenly
Fountain which is Jesus Christ.

Today | Stood!
-author unknown-

Today | stood at my window and complained about the pouring rain,
Today a desperate farmer prayed for his fields of grain.
My weekend plans are ruined, it almost makes me cry
While the farmer lifts his arms and blesses the clouded sky.

The alarm went off on Monday and | complained about my work routine,
Next door a laid off mechanic feels the empty pockets of his jeans.
| can't wait for my vacation, some time to take for me,
He doesn't know tonight how he'll feed his family.

I complained about my leaky roof and the grass | need to mow,
A homeless man downtown checks for change in the telephone.
| need a new car, mine is getting really old,

He huddles in a doorway, seeking shelter from the cold.

With blessings I'm surrounded, the rain, a job, a home,
Though my eyes are often blinded by the things I think | own
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"Picture This" (2024)

01.More Than A Picture 02.The New Church Down The Road
03.God Likes To Work 04.The God On The Mountain
05.Picture This 06.A Heart That Will Never Break Again
07.The Day The House Of God Stood Still 08.Leaving On My
Mind 09.Help Me 10.Why Me Lord 11.0ne More River

Order your copy today!

Prieture This

Available for a Love Gift of Any Size

Eifty R. Donglas

Nancy's Nuggets Of Wisdom
Wasted Years

Sister Nancy Willis

How many years did we waste before getting saved? How many years of our past life were
eaten by the cankerworm of sin and rebellion. We know if we have repented it's all under the
blood. But have you ever wished you could go back and do things different? But we can't. So
no matter how ashamed you are about your past there is nothing you can do. However, God
said he would restore what the cankerworm has eaten.

JOEL 2: 25 AND | WILL RESTORE TO YOU THE YEARS THAT THE LOCUST HATH EATEN,
THE CANKERWORM AND THE CATERPILLER AND THE PALMERWORM.

As long as we live we may feel the remorse and guilt of our wasted years, but in the Lords
eyes our past is a dead issue. In Philippians 3:13 Paul said, “Forgetting those things which are
behind, press forward to the high calling of God.” God said, “l have loved you with an everlast-
ing love.” Israel had an incurable wound; they had rebelled and turned their backs on God.
But God restored them. The Bible says God ransomed Israel from a hand that was stronger
than them, and he will do the same for you and me. Are you being devoured even now, the
worms of the devil eating away at your life? You can start all over again, and stop wasting
your time. His law of restoration can begin right now, he can make  everything new, your
past wiped clean. In Matt 12:13 Jesus healed a man with a withered hand . The Lord said
stretch forth thine hand and he stretched it forth and it was restored whole. When Jesus re-
stores you the old wounds can't even be found. We must take those old wounds, worries, and
sins to the Lord and he will restore to us everything the cankerworms has eaten.

THEN WE MUST PRESS TOWARD THE HIGH CALLING OF GOD.
(January 2007)
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A Visit To Hell
by Pastor Billy R. Douglas
Sermon on CD Available free upon request
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www.votlradio.podomatic.com

Newsletter Archives

View and print our latest edition of THE
TRUMPET as well as past issues

www.thetrumpetonline.com

Weekly Radio Programs
The Voice of the LORD Broadcast
The Old Gospel Ship

Airing on FM, AM & Internet stations across America

For more information and Ministry resources
visit our websites

www.votlradio.com
www.wotlradio.com
www.voiceofthelordministries.com
www.votlministries.com
www.theoldgospelship.com
www.thetrumpetonline.com
www.facebook.com/votltabernacle




Vol. 29 No. 02 Page 11 &4

A Wore for TOMAYY

By Sister Michelle Deuling

Verse for Today: Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. Additional
Passages for today: 1 Kings 8:56-61; Genesis 39:1-20

Thought for Today: The one who holds your heart determines how you will live your life.

Story for Today: Mary spun around in circles in front of the full-length mirror admiring her new dress. She loved
how the glitter from the petticoat that covered her red satin dress shimmered in the light. She felt beautiful and
was excited to see how Brent would react when she descended the stairs tonight. Valentine’s Day was a great day
at Central High where the two were both sophomores. Brent had finally asked her to accompany him to the Valen-
tine’s Day dance and she had gratefully accepted. Tonight, they would be attending the dance along with most of
her friends. Brent would be picking her up in a few minutes and they would join Tammy and Matt for an early din-
ner before the dance. She was so excited to be going with Brent. She had done everything but ask him to ask her
to go with him. She had left hints in notes she had left in his locker. She had asked friends to ask him. She even
gave him a flyer about the dance in person! She had almost given up when he finally approached her after math
class asking if she already had a date. Brent wasn't her typical date. He was quiet and very studious. He at-
tended church almost every time the doors were open. She had never once seen or even heard of him attending
any of the wilder parties that some of the upperclassmen threw. She wondered if he were asked tonight, would he
take her? Rumors had been flying that Jazz and Aimee were planning something special. She really hoped he
would be willing to go and take her with him.

Brent wasn't sure if he was getting in over his head or not. He had seen Mary around at school more and more
and enjoyed her company. Realizing there was danger in dating a non-believer, he had never asked her out. Why
he had invited her to the dance tonight, he wasn't sure. He didn't even want to go to the dance. Well, he was
committed now. He was glad that Mary was beautiful. Hopefully, she would start attending church with him since
he was taking her to the dance. He had the reservations made for dinner and his car was freshly washed, waxed,
and cleaned out. Watching out for traffic he turned down the road where he would be picking up Mary.

Brent was nervous as he approached the front door. Secretly he hoped that Mary would be the one opening the
door. That was not to be and Brent was glad that he was given the chance to meet her parents. He knew that was
the right thing. He spoke to Mary’s dad as her mom went to let Mary know that he had arrived. A few seconds
later Mary was at the top of the stairs. Brent had a hard time focusing on what was being said to him. Mary was
more beautiful than he had ever seen her. He knew he was in trouble when his heart felt like it skipped a beat and
his stomach began doing flip-flops. That night did not go as Brent planned. Oh, the dinner was nice. The dance
was almost like a drug lulling him into a false sense of peace that made it impossible to deny Mary anything. When
she asked him to take her to the party at her friend Aimee’s, without thinking, he agreed. There was something
clawing at his insides, warning him that he was in danger. He ignored it and listened to his heart as he floated on a
cloud with the most beautiful girl around. It was almost like he had a bull ring through his nose and she could lead
him anywhere she wanted. The next day, after realizing how many bad choices he had made, Brent found it impos-
sible to invite Mary to church with him. He was embarrassed and disgusted with himself. Now what would he do?

Question for Today: Who has your heart? When you feel that danger clawing inside warning you, what should
you do? If you do wrong, is that a good reason to continue doing more wrong or not to do what is right?

Prayer for Today: Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for letting Your children know when they are heading into
danger. Please help us to realize that temptations await when we choose to put ourselves in dangerous situations.
Please help us to remember that You are a forgiving God, ready to forgive and heal. Help us to be like Joseph
who fled from the temptation and remained faithful even when falsely accused and convicted. Help us not only to
learn from our mistakes but to learn from others so that we don't have to do the wrong ourselves. In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.
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God’s Simple Plan of Salvation

My Friend: we are about to ask you the most important question
of your life. Your joy or your sorrow for all eternity depends upon
your answer. The question is: Are you saved? Do you know Je-
sus Christ as your personal LORD and Saviour? It is not a ques-
tion of how good you are, nor if you are a church member, but
have you put your faith in Jesus? Are you sure you will go to
Heaven when you die? The Bible makes the plan of salvation
plain and simple. Romans 10:13 says For whosoever shall call
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Call on Jesus today.
Put your faith and trust in him and ask him to forgive you of your
sins _and to be your LORD and savior and you will be born
again...SAVED!! Do this today, tomorrow may be to late! Please
write or call us if you have made the decision to accept Jesus.
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Services

Sunday Morning Service 11 AM
Everyone Welcome

Submit your Prayer Request to:
Voice of the LORD Ministries
PO. Box 541 - Livermore, KY 42352
Phone: 270-313-8753

Email: voiceofthelordministries@juno.com



