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Story Behind The Song  
 

America  
 

If I were to ask our readers: What is the title of America’s National Anthem? Assuredly, many would quickly 
reply: The Star-Spangled Banner!  
 

But how many of you know that the United States had an unofficial national anthem for nearly 100 years be-
fore our current one was adopted in 1931? It was written by Samuel Francis Smith, a 24-year-old Baptist 
seminary student. It took him about 30 minutes to write, was set to the tune of “God Save the King,” and was 
first performed on July 4, 1831 by a children’s choir in Boston. Though Samuel Smith titled his song 
“America,” it soon became better known as “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee.” 
 

What made this hymn so popular, so fast? I can think of at least three possible reasons: 1) It is personalized, 
so it’s drawing and gives each singer a sense of personal ownership in this native land called America: MY 
COUNTRY ‘tis of thee…Land where MY FATHERS died…MY NATIVE country…thy name I LOVE… I LOVE 
thy rocks and rills…MY HEART with rapture thrills. Then, upon reaching the fourth verse, it moves from a 
personal proclamation to a national and united resounding of Hope in God – making a petition of prayer to 
the Almighty that “OUR land be bright” with holiness and pleading for His mighty protection, while making a 
united declaration that this Great God who gives freedom and liberty IS OUR KING! 
 

2) The lyrics remind us of America’s victorious and sacrificial history in the first verse; declares her beauty 
and blessedness in the second verse; gives us a call to enduring praise in the third; and, finally, points to the 
One, True God of our fathers’, declaring Him still our Sovereign and all-powerful King! Dear Reader, we 
need to embrace the truths behind all four verses of Samuel Francis Smith’s hymn; we need to feel and ex-
ude these truths once more. 
 

3) Each of the four stanzas speak of freedom, that God-given quality which sets us apart from other nations. 
Americans loved freedom and, at that time, loved to see and acknowledge the Divine Hand of Providence at 
work in our nation. This is a decidedly Christian hymn dedicated to a nation that was decidedly founded 
upon Christian principles and looked to the Bible for guidance. 
 

The story behind this song is richer and fuller than I’ve written here and its roles in our history since its incep-
tion is rich as well. Let me close with just two examples: 1) This song was a particularly beloved song to 
President Abraham Lincoln; he frequently would ask for it to be played at state functions. 2) On August 28, 
1963 another Baptist preacher would use this hymn as a springboard, adding particular widening and depth, 
in his well-renowned speech. You likely have guessed that it was Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. who used 
“America” as inspiration for his “I Have a Dream” speech. 
 

With the uncertainty that is so pervasive in our United States today, we need to rally around and cling to the 
certainty that can be found in verse four. May this be our earnest prayer today! 

 

Our fathers' God, to Thee, author of liberty, to Thee we sing: 

Long may our land be bright with freedom's holy light; 

Protect us by Thy might, great God, our King! 
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Cousin Leroy 

Leroy's text message (by cellphone): 

Honey, I was involved in a car accident. 
Paula brought me to the hospital. 

They have been making tests and taking 
X-rays. 

The blow to my head was pretty bad. 
Fortunately, but seems that it did not 
cause any serious injury. 

But I do have three broken ribs, a com-
pound fracture in the left leg, and they 
may have to amputate the right foot. 

Wife's response: 

Who is Paula? 

 

The Teller  

First man: "I hear the First National Bank 
is looking for a new teller." 

Second man: "I thought they just hired a 
new teller last week." 

First man: "Right, that's the one they're 
looking for." 

WAYS TO ANNOY PEOPLE  
 

~ Leave the photocopier set to "reduce 200%, extra 
dark, 17-inch paper, 99 copies." 

~ Sit in your yard pointing a hair dryer at passing cars 
to see if they slow down. 

~ Specify that your drive-through order is "to go." 

~ Sing along at the opera. 

~ Finish all your sentences with the words "in accor-
dance with prophesy." 

~ Staple papers in the middle of the page. 

~ Honk and wave to strangers. 

~ Decline to be seated at a restaurant, and simply eat 
their complimentary mints by the cash register. 

~ TYPE ONLY IN UPPERCASE. 

~ Repeat the following conversation a dozen times: 
"Do you hear that?" "What?" "Never mind, it's gone 
now." 

~ Go to a poetry recital and after each poem ask why 
it doesn't rhyme. 

 

Upset Stomach  
 

A man walks into his doctor's office and says, 
"Doctor, I've eaten something that disagrees with 
me." 
 

A voice from the man's stomach says, "No, you have-
n't." 
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01. I Will Meet You In Paradise (written by Carroll Roberson) 02. I Still Believe (written by Billy R. Douglas) 

03. I Want To Do Thy Will (written by R. Goss & H. Vibbert) 04. What Will My Record Show (written by Marvin Morrow) 

05. Mama's Favorite Song* (written by Ray Owens & Billy R. Douglas) 06. Less Of Me (written by Glen Campbell) 

07. If We Never Meet Again (written by Albert Brumley) 08. Lead Me To That Rock (written by Billy Sherrill) 

09. I'm Waiting For You Lord (written by Marvin Morrow) 10. The Rock That Never Rolls (written by Kenny Daugherty) 

11. A Million Years From Now (written by Dottie Rambo) 12. Tell The World (written by Billy R. Douglas) 

13. Goimg Down To The Church House (written by Marvin Morrow) 
 

Available NOW on CD or USB flash drive 

For a Love Gift of any size 

 

I want to take this opportunity again this month. To invite you to order a copy of our all new music project! As you 
can see the title of the project is, I STILL BELIEVE. The Lord allowed me to write that song. And it is such a power-
ful statement of faith. I have known the Lord for many years. Like others, I have been through many trials. But to-
day I can testify that I STILL BELIEVE!  

I still believe it takes his blood to wash a sinner clean 

I still believe there's just one way to set the captive free  

I still believe I'm saved today through what he did for me  

I still believe in Jesus Christ and the cross of Calvary  

There are 13 songs in all. Two songs that I wrote. And another song that I co-wrote with my good friend Ray 
Owens. I really believe this is one of the best projects that the Lord has allowed us to do. I will close with this. One 
of the songs on the music project is entitled, The Rock That Never Rolls. It was written years ago by a minister 
friend named Kenny Daugherty. With his wife's permission I included it on this project. Here are some of the words. 

Jesus is the rock that never rolls, He's the firm foundation of my soul  

And though the floods may rise, And though the winds may blow  

I'll cling to the rock that never rolls  

 

And my friend, I STILL BELIEVE that! I hope you do too. 
 

Until next time may the Lord bless and keep you is my prayer, Pastor Billy R Douglas 



Page 4 THE TRUMPET 

Word to the Wise – Pride’s Dangers - 02 
 

Pastor Steven Huston 
 

“Hear ye, and give ear; be not proud: for the LORD hath spoken.” Jeremiah 13:15 
 

Last month we learned three main lessons regarding pride by looking at two prominent kings in the Old Tes-
tament. By way of review, here are those lessons: 1. Pride can make you take credit or glory which belongs 
to another: (King Nebuchadnezzar) 2. Pride can make you assume another’s position or steal their responsi-
bilities – makes you too big for your britches: (King Uzziah) 3. Pride can cause you to do many wrong things, 
the greatest of which is to forget God and that He is the Giver of every good gift, skill, ability, and position. 
 

Though we could learn other lessons regarding pride in our own personal lives, being July, let us look at na-
tional pride and our response to it as Christians. With the high likelihood of being misunderstood and with all 
due respect to Lee Greenwood and his inspiring, popular American tribute, God Bless the U.S.A. – with lines 
like “And I’m proud to be an American…” – let us keep in mind that a great majority of us had nothing to do 
with our being citizens of this great land. It was by God’s providential hand that we were born in our native 
land; He placed us in the family we grew up in; we’ve made choices which affect our lives here, but while we 
may be grateful and even pleased that God has planted us where we are, there is very little that we can take 
credit for, for which we can claim pride. 

 

Biblical Israel often fell into this sinful position of national pride. The prophets would often warn the people 
against pride in their spiritual privilege and in being God’s “chosen people.” Later, in the New Testament, Je-
sus would also bring this warning against pride, particularly to the pharisees. There is nothing wrong with lov-
ing one’s country, defending one’s native land, recognizing the benefits of living where one lives, and seeing 
how it benefits other nations as well. But it should be seen through the lens of God’s providence and His 
working within that country, as well as how He has blessed it or brought it low that its people might return to 
Him.  
 

Following our key verse (warning us against pride), we see the preventative to pride in verse 16: “Give glory 
to the LORD your God…;” this is an Old Testament idiom which means “Confess your sins” (cf. Joshua 7:19). 
Therefore, this preventative or cure for pride is: giving God glory – recognizing His holy person and His sover-
eign position, praising Him, humbly confessing our sins before Him, submitting to Him, and humbling our-
selves in obedience to His holy Word. If we truly humble ourselves before Him, He shall lift us up; the con-
verse is also true. If we stand in pride or glory in ourselves (or our land), we WILL be brought low. Instead of 
light, we shall receive darkness; judgment becomes ours, rather than blessing. During this month which en-
courages patriotic pride, let us learn the lesson of humility – recognizing that all we have has come from 
God’s good hand and that all we are is by God’s good graces. If we are in trouble (nationally or personally), 
let us call for days of humiliation and prayer, as our forefathers once did in days of old. Can we objectively 
see where we stand in comparison to God’s righteous laws and to His holiness? Pray for clarity and a spirit of 
confession. 
 

Verses 17-18 continue: “But if ye will not hear it, my soul shall weep in secret places for your pride; and mine 
eye shall weep sore, and run down with tears, because the LORD'S flock is carried away captive. Say unto 
the king and to the queen, Humble yourselves, sit down: for your principalities shall come down, even the 
crown of your glory.” 
 

Will we heed the warning that Israel refused? Will we humble ourselves or continue in pride? Look at it this 
way: As Christians, the Kingdom of God is our native land, we are mere sojourners in America, pointing oth-
ers to Jesus Christ and His atoning work upon the cross so that they, also, might become natives, through 
adoption by the King, into God’s glorious Kingdom.  
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Encourage One Another  
 

Pastor Steven Huston 
 

“Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.” (I Thess. 5:11) 
 

Many, if not most, Americans have an appreciation for sports; one might say that it’s often an enthusiasm if they 
have a favorite team or they have a personal relationship with someone on a team. My youngest daughter has been 
playing softball for several seasons now, I’ve attended quite a few practices and many games. I’ve witnessed sev-
eral types of “encouragers” and have heard various chants and cheers – perhaps better called chants and jeers. I 
strongly discourage my daughter from taking part in those jeers – they serve no purpose but to make fun of others 
or to throw-off the pitcher. At the same time, I encourage her to recognize and acknowledge good hits or plays, re-
gardless of which team that player is on. I want her to learn to be a “Barnabas,” the “Son of Encouragement,” in 
good times or bad, winning or losing. If we allow our circumstances to get us down, it’s very difficult to encourage 
others while we, ourselves, are discouraged! 
 

It’s more than training her for good sportsmanship; my desire is for her to learn, for life, not to put others down and 
to encourage all those she interacts with. Truly, it’s a matter of putting the “Golden Rule” into practice: “Therefore all 
things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the prophets.”  
 

You may wonder what I meant by “several types of ‘encouragers.’” I’ve seen teammates and spectators kindly come 
alongside a player who’s made a mistake, giving encouragement: “You’ve got this; shake it off; refocus!” I’ve also 
seen negative “encouragement” – when people put the player down in hopes of making them to do better. I saw one 
mother grab her catcher daughter by the facemask, shake her, and yell at her. I’ve also witnessed others more sub-
tly come alongside a player with kind words or loving affirmations, and advice between innings. 
 

Encouragement – the right kind – can do wonders for another who is giving it their best but becoming weary. One 
never knows how our kind words or coming alongside to help will not only boost the other’s morale, but, perhaps, 
give them the extra persistence they need to make it through to the end. I recently read about a man who attended 
a rope-climbing contest. “The course was made up of an arrangement of rope, rubber tires, and sticks, and it 
reached a breathtaking height of sixty feet. Each of its four sections got harder, with the highest section being the 
most difficult. If a contestant managed to reach the top, he would ring the little bell there and receive a prize.” The 
writer shared how these young men would attack the course with great energy and vigor, climbing quickly at first, 
with determination, only to give up at varying stages as the course got tougher and they tired. Then “another young 
man started to climb and rose higher and higher. At one point he seemed ready to give up, but then his daddy 
started shouting words of encouragement. ‘Don’t give up; you’re almost there; you can do it!’ And in triumph the 
young man reached the top and rang the bell.” Can you imagine how this father’s words not only encouraged his 
son on to victory, but how this type of encouraging interaction must have encouraged their relationship as well? 
 

Likely, all of us could “Barney up” a little better; coming alongside with words of truth and encouragement. Of 
course, it’s vital in our individual families and in our churches, but let’s also speak into the lives of strangers who the 
Lord puts in our path. Let’s be loving, encouraging, and truth-telling. Such a witness may bring others to Christ, 
snatching them from the gates of Hell. It may also keep others from falling and, in so doing, we also encourage our-
selves to stand stronger and steadfast. We are not “Sons of Encouragement” in our own strength; it is the gift and 
grace of God for the use of winning and helping others – all to the health of the Body of Christ and to the glory of 
God! 
 

When you find yourself discouraged, remember that even that great, Old Testament prophet Elijah had gotten dis-
couraged. Allow others to come alongside you with exhortation; allow the Lord to encourage you. 
 

 

Pastor Steven Huston 103 N. Division Ave. Fremont, Michigan 49412  - www.pilgrimsofholylivingchurch.com 
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Peanut Butter Chip Cookies 

1 cup butter                                                                          

1 1/2 cups white sugar                                                         

2 eggs                                                                                  

2 teaspoons vanilla extract                                                    

2 cups all-purpose flour                                                     

2/3 cup unsweetened cocoa powder                                

3/4 teaspoon baking soda                                                

1/2 teaspoon salt                                                                 

2 cups peanut butter chips 
 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease cookie 
sheets. In a medium bowl, cream together the 
butter and sugar. Stir in the eggs and vanilla. 

Combine the flour, cocoa, baking soda and salt, 
stir into the creamed mixture. Finally, fold in the 
peanut butter chips. Drop cookies by heaping 
teaspoonfuls onto the prepared cookie sheets. 

Bake for 8 to 10 minutes in the preheated oven, 
until set Cool on wire racks. 

 

  1 (10 inch) angel food cake 

2 (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, softened 

1 cup white sugar 

1 (8 ounce) container cool whip, thawed 

1 quart fresh strawberries, sliced 

1 (18 ounce) strawberry glaze 

 

Crumble the cake into a 9x13 inch dish. In a me-
dium bowl, cream cream cheese and sugar until 
light and fluffy. Fold in whipped topping. Mash 
the cake down with your hands and spread the 
cream cheese mixture over the cake. In a bowl, 
combine strawberries and glaze until strawber-

ries are evenly coated. Spread over cream 
cheese layer. Chill until serving. 

Supreme Strawberry Shortcake 
 

1 pound ground beef                                                                         

4 (16 ounce) cans pork n beans                                     

1 (4 ounce) can canned chopped green chile 
peppers                  

1 Small Vidalia onion, peeled and chopped                                    

1 cup barbeque sauce                                                                

1/2 cup brown sugar                                                                     

1 Tablespoon chili powder                                                                 

1 Tablespoons hot sauce or to taste 
 

In a skillet over medium heat, brown the ground 
beef until no longer pink; drain fat, and set 

aside. In a 3 1/2 quart or larger slow cooker, 
combine the ground beef, beans, green chiles, 
onion and barbeque sauce. Season with brown 
sugar, chili powder and hot pepper sauce. Cook 

on HIGH for 2 hours, or low for 4 to 5 hours. 

Texas Style BBQ Beans 



Page 7 Vol. 29 No. 07 

Prayer of Thanks for FREEDOM  

Dear Lord, There is no greater feeling of liberation than to experience this freedom from sin and death 
that you have provided for me through Jesus Christ. Today my heart and my soul are free to praise you. 
For this I am very thankful. On this Independence Day I am reminded of all those who have sacrificed 
for my freedom, following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ. Let me not take my freedom, both 
physical and spiritual, for granted. May I always remember that my freedom was purchases with a very 
high price. My freedom cost others their very lives. Lord, today, bless those who have served and con-
tinue to give their lives for my freedom. With favor and bounty meet their needs and watch over their 
families. Help me to live my life in a way that glorifies you, Lord. Give me the strength to be a blessing in 
someone else's life today, and grant me the opportunity to lead others into the freedom that can be 
found in knowing Christ. Amen 

 

Undoing Gossip's Harm  

 

There was a peasant with a troubled conscience who went to an old preacher for advice. He said that 
he had circulated a vile story about a friend, only to find out the story was not true. "If you want to make 
peace with your conscience," said the preacher, "you must fill a bag with chicken feathers, go to every 
yard in the village, and drop at each of them one fluffy feather." The peasant did as he was told. Then 
he returned to the preacher  and announced he had done penance for his folly. "Not yet," replied the 
preacher, "Take your bag, make the rounds again and gather up every feather that you have dropped." 
"But the wind must have blown them all away," said the peasant. Words are easily dropped, but no mat-
ter how hard you try, you can never get them back again. 

 

The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly.                 
Proverbs 18:8 

 

Going To Peaces 
 

Pastor Wayne Clabaugh I  
 

"And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and                              
minds through Christ Jesus." Phi 4:7 (KJV) 

 

Did that hit you like it did me?  How many of you will actually admit even after the last two devotionals 
that you still feel at times like you're going to pieces? Well re-read that verse with me again and let's see 
if you finally get it like I did...."And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus." Phi 4:7 (KJV) Oh friend, you don't need to have your own 
peace, you can lean on God today! Is that awesome or what? All the psychologists will tell you to "get 
centered" and find your own peace - but here it is in black and white, and "the peace of God, which 
passes all understanding," even that of the psychologists, will keep our hearts and minds how? Through 
Christ Jesus!  You know I can't think of another word to say that could enhance that - at all! So let's just 
pray. Father, this is one of the most awesome discoveries you have laid on me in years. I have prayed 
so many times for you to give me peace, and all I needed to do was to lean on you and to trust you that 
it would all work out! I am amazed at your provision for me in all things. I love you Lord. In Jesus name I 
Pray, Amen. 

1 pound ground beef                                                                          

4 (16 ounce) cans pork n beans                                      

1 Small Vidalia onion, peeled and chopped                                     

1 cup barbeque sauce                                                                 

1/2 cup brown sugar                                                                      

1 Tablespoon chili powder                                                                  
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FOOTPRINTS TO FOLLOW 
 

 

Discontent 
 

There was once a successful business who had a vision of owning a plot of land on the bend of a river. 
Once he had saved enough to purchase the land, he did so. Once the land was acquired, his desires 
went to building a house – a house that met his specific criteria and made a statement! So, this man 
saved up even more money, hired a contractor who began the work of building, and, finally, the house 
was completed. After the builders had gathered up their tools and left, this businessman confided in 
one of his friends: “That was the saddest day of my life.” 

 

Can you believe that? His dreams were finally fulfilled, but it wasn’t enough to fill his inner longing! 
When we set our affection and focus on earthly things, it will never be enough. King Solomon at-
tempted this and only found “vanity and vexation of spirit.” The Apostle Paul, on the other hand, shared 
the true means to satisfaction of heart and life – “godliness with contentment is great gain.” (1 Tim. 6:6) 
It begins with holiness and trusting God for ALL you need. 

 

Jesus told us in Matthew 6:21, “Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” Do you think this 
is why Paul told the Colossians to “set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.”? 
(3:2) Discontentment is not always bound to the want of many things; it can be in simply always want-
ing a little more. Chase after Christ; He is the True Treasure! 

 
 

Pray For Israel  
 

 Genesis 12 
1  Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy 

father's house, unto a land that I will shew thee: 2  And I will make of thee a great nation, and I will 
bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou shalt be a blessing: 3  And I will bless them that bless 

thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed. 
 

The greatest blessing we can be to Israel is to pray for them. First and foremost we pray for the salva-
tion of the Jewish people. There is only one way of salvation. No matter if you are Jew or gentile. Eve-
ryone must come by way of the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  We also pray for their vic-
tory against those who have formed weapons against them.  
 
 

 
Visit Pastor Steven Huston and Pilgrims of Holy Living Church online by scanning the code below. 

Watch a free puppet show, listen to their podcasts & more. 
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Nancy’s Nuggets Of Wisdom  

 
Consequences of Sin 

 

Sister Nancy Willis 

 
Some  people  think  as  long  as  you  repent  of  your  sin that’s  all  there  is  to  it. When   David     
committed  his  sin  with  Bathsheba,  he  broke  four  of  the  commandments,  in  just  that  one  act  of  
sin.  They  were: THOU SHALT NOT  KILL, THOU SHALT  NOT  STEAL, THOU  SHALT  NOT  COM-
MIT  ADULTERY,  and  THOU SHALT NOT COVET YOUR  NEIGHBORS  WIFE. David   repented  of  
his  sin  and  got  forgiveness,  but  he  still  had  to  suffer  the  consequences.   
 
His  son  died,  the  sword  would  never  depart  from  his  house,  evil  would  come  from  his  own  
family,  and  his  wives  would  be  shamed. In  Genesis  chapter  49,  it  tells  us  how  Jacob's   son  
Reuben  stood  to  receive  a  double  portion  of  the  families  inheritance  and  a  place  of  leadership  
among  his  people. But,  because  of  his  sin,  all  that  was  taken  away  from  him.   Reuben  may  
have  thought  he  had  gotten  away  with  his  sin,  but  on  his  death bed   his  father,  Jacob,  re-
membered  and  took  Reuben's  inheritance  and  gave  it  to  another. The   important  lesson  to  learn   
from  this  is  that  even  the  best  of  men  can  sin.  Also,   true  repentance  does  bring  forgiveness  
from   God,   but  does  not  eliminate  the  consequences  of  sin. (July 2007) 

"Picture This"  (2024) 

01.More Than A Picture 02.The New Church Down The Road 
03.God Likes To Work 04.The God On The Mountain 

05.Picture This 06.A Heart That Will Never Break Again 
07.The Day The House Of God Stood Still 08.Leaving On My 

Mind 09.Help Me 10.Why Me Lord 11.One More River 

Order your copy today!  

Available for a Love Gift of Any Size  



And God Provided A Lamb 
by Pastor Billy R. Douglas 

Sermon on CD Available free upon request 

Video available on our YouTube channel 

Worldwide Radio  

VOTL Radio / WOTL Radio 

Listen 24/7 on your computer, laptop, smart 
phone, Roku and more! 2 Stations ONE 
MESSAGE...the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

www.VOTLRADIO.com 

www.WOTLRADIO.com 
 

Video  

Watch our latest and archived sermon videos  

www.youtube.com/votltabernacle 
 

Podcast  

Listen to and download archived sermons 
and radio broadcasts 

www.votlradio.podomatic.com 
 

Newsletter Archives  

View and print our latest edition of THE 
TRUMPET as well as past issues 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 
 

Weekly Radio Programs  

The Voice of the LORD Broadcast 

The Old Gospel Ship 
Airing on FM, AM & Internet stations across America 

 

For more information and Ministry resources 
visit our websites 

www.votlradio.com 

www.wotlradio.com 

www.voiceofthelordministries.com 

www.votlministries.com 

www.theoldgospelship.com 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 

www.facebook.com/votltabernacle 
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By Sister Michelle Deuling 
 

Verse for Today: Psalms 25:9  The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. Additional 
Passages for today:  Zeph 2:3; Psalm 22:26; 147:6; 149:4; 1 Corinthians 4:21; Galatians 5:22-23; Philippians 2:5-7 

Thought for Today: Jesus was the perfect example for us to follow.   He was meek, humbly taking on the lowly 
form of man, seeking to do the work the Father had given Him.   He recognized that true victory was in accomplish-
ing the will of the Father, not in raising himself up to be all He could be. 

Story for Today:  Anav Praus was a 21-year-old young man thrilled to be graduating from college.  He had ap-
plied himself to his studies and had learned many things.  The celebrations left him a little unsettled.  It seemed 
that many who offered congratulations were more concerned with academics, even though Anav was graduating 
from Bible School.  A group of his friends stopped and invited Anav to join them in celebrating with games and 
food.  While Anav enjoyed games and was very good at them, the mention of food had him ready to join the fun.    

Tim, Tom, and Mark picked Anav up and headed for Tim’s grandparents' house.  Tim’s grandma was known for 
being a wonderful cook, and the gang had ended up at her house many times to have a feast fit for a king.  The 
guys were so excited to be closing out another chapter of their lives, while they looked forward to the next, where 
adventure awaited.  This night, they got a little wild and crazy.  Some of the guys had met up with their girlfriends 
while others just let loose and broke rules that they normally weren’t tempted to do.  Late into the night, or rather 
early in the morning, the flashing lights of the police car stopped one carload of his friends as they quickly sobered 
when they were taken into the station for disorderly conduct and reckless driving. 

Anav was grateful he had decided to walk home instead of catching a ride with the unruly group.  However, every-
one knew that Anav possessed a great talent, skills, and ability to smooth over problems.  The friends were quick 
to call the one guy they all knew would be able to get them out of this jam.  Anav had been told by professors on 
several occasions that he could win any debate, as he aced papers and speeches, along with winning trophies at 
several competitions.   

While Anav’s friends thought he could get them out of trouble fairly easily, he felt that doing God’s will was more 
important.  Resolution rather than victory would be his goal.  Being an example of what his friends should be seek-
ing after, Anav began to write down a few words apologizing for his part in allowing things to get out of control.  He 
also followed the leading of the Holy Spirit as he spoke of the guilt that accompanied their actions.  Meekness was 
a character trait that Anav knew was part of the fruit of the Spirit.  He had memorized Galatians 5:22-23: But the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law. 

He now reached out to his friends and showed them many passages of scripture that spoke of the humility found in 
those that were saved.  Moses and David were two of the men mentioned in the Bible who showed that reliance on 
God was the only way to express meekness fully.  Although Moses was a great leader, he pointed the people he 
led to God, not taking credit for the good things that came their way.  He didn’t try to steal the glory.   Anav prayed 
that God would show him what to do as he recognized that without God, they could do nothing. 

Questions for Today:  How about you?  Do you take your troubles, and those of your friends, to the Lord recog-
nizing that God’s ways are higher than our ways and his thoughts are higher than our thoughts?  Do you wait on 
the Lord and follow the directions the Holy Spirit gives, or do you run ahead and try to do everything you can be-
fore consulting with the Heavenly Father, thereby obstructing and interfering in the lessons God has for those 
around you?  Do you show meekness as you deal with others, or do you show selfishness and pride? 

Prayer for Today:  Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for the gift of the Holy Spirit and for sending Your son to die 
in our place. Thank you for allowing Jesus to be humble and meek.  Thank You, Jesus, for being obedient even 
unto death on the cross.  Please help us to follow your example and to complete the work that the Heavenly Father 
has given for us to do.  Please help us to seek You and Your will in every situation, recognizing that without You 
we are nothing.  Please help us to point others to You.   In Jesus’s Name, Amen.  
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Everyone Welcome  

God’s Simple Plan of Salvation  
My Friend: we are about to ask you the most important question 
of your life. Your joy or your sorrow for all eternity depends upon 
your answer. The question is: Are you saved? Do you know Je-
sus Christ as your personal LORD and Saviour? It is not a ques-
tion of how good you are, nor if you are a church member, but 
have you put your faith in Jesus? Are you sure you will go to 
Heaven when you die? The Bible makes the plan of salvation 
plain and simple. Romans 10:13  says For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Call on Jesus today. 
Put your faith and trust in him and ask him to forgive you of your 
sins and to be your LORD and savior and you will be born 
again...SAVED!! Do this today, tomorrow may be to late! Please 
write or call us if you have made the decision to accept Jesus.  


