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Story Behind The Song  
 

Throw Out The Lifelinr  
 

Reverend Edward Smith Ufford, after having witnessed the thrilling sight of the lifeline being flung 
far out over treacherous water and the quick action of the life-saving crew during a drill at the life-

saving station on Point Allerton near Boston, went home and penned the words to this famous 
evangelistic hymn. So impressed and inspired by this one event, it took him only 15 minutes to 

write the words and compose the music at his organ. Published first in 1888, he travelled far and 
wide, using a collection of life-saving apparatus to emphasize the spiritual truth of his song.  

 

As with many hymns, the results from its singing are also impressive. Rev. Ufford relayed many 
such accounts like the following: “Once in Pennsylvania a set of men were laying cards and drink-
ing in a club room. Another room in the same building had been rented for religious meetings, and 

suddenly the words of ‘Throw Out the Life-Line,’ sung by a young woman, with a strong chorus 
taking up the refrain, broke in upon their merriment. The revelry was hushed. At last one player 
threw down his cards. ‘If what they are singing is right,’ he said, ‘then we are wrong.’ He went 

home, and before long the others followed his manly example. The club was broken up by that one 
song.” 

 

This hymn not only convicts sinners of sin, but it has often been used to prompt believers to take 
up evangelistic work. As Amos R. Wells so aptly stated, “Thousands of Christians have been 

moved by its tender pleading to leave their selfish endeavors, go down to the tempest-torn beach, 
and do their best to rescue those that are battling with the waves of sin.” 

 

That’s my goal in presenting this wonderful hymn this month. Won’t you PLEASE throw out the 
life-line of Jesus Christ into a world that is being swallowed up by the dark waves of sin? 

1. Throw out the lifeline across the dark wave; There is a brother whom someone should save; 

Somebody’s brother, O who then will dare To throw out the lifeline, his peril to share? 

Refrain: Throw out the lifeline! Throw out the lifeline! Someone is drifting away; 

Throw out the lifeline! Throw out the lifeline! Someone is sinking today. 

2. Throw out the lifeline with hand quick and strong; Why do you tarry, why linger so long? 

See, he is sinking, O hasten today; And out with the lifeboat, away, then, away! [Refrain] 

3. Throw out the lifeline to danger-fraught men, Sinking in anguish where you’ve never been; 

Winds of temptation and billows of woe Will soon hurl them out where the dark waters flow. 
[Refrain] 

4. Soon will the season of rescue be o’er; Soon will they drift to eternity’s shore; 

Haste then, my brother, no time for delay! But throw out the lifeline and save them today. [Refrain] 
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Cousin Leroy 

Leroy and Bubba were walking through the 
woods and came across a big deep hole. 
"Wow, that looks deep." "Sure does! Toss a 
few pebbles in there and see how deep it is." 
They pick up a few pebbles and throw them 
in and wait, but there is no noise. " Wow. 
That is really deep. Here, throw one of those 
great big rocks down there. That should 
make a noise." They pick up a couple of foot-
ball-sized rocks and toss them into the hole 
and wait. They wait, and wait, but again hear 
nothing.  

They look at each other in amazement. Leroy 
gets a determined look on his face and says, 
"Hey, over here in the weeds, there's a rail-
road tie. Help me carry it over here. When we 
toss that in, it's got to make some noise!" The 
two drag the heavy tie over to the hole and 
heave it in. Not a sound comes from the hole. 
Suddenly, out of the nearby woods, a goat 
appears, running like the wind. It rushes to-
ward Leroy and Bubba, then right past them, 
running as fast as its legs will carry it. Sud-
denly it leaps in the air and into the hole. 
Leroy and Bubba cant believe what they've 
just seen.  

Then, out of the woods comes a farmer who 
spots the men and ambles over. "Hey! You 
two guys seen my goat out here?" "YES we 
did! Craziest thing I've ever seen. It came 
running like crazy and just jumped into this 
hole! “Nah," says the farmer, "that couldn't 
have been mine. My goat was chained to a 
railroad tie." 

HOW TO KNOW IT'S TIME TO BUY A NEW CAR  

  

~ A car exactly like yours is featured in a display in 
your local museum. 

  

~ Instead of an airbag, there's a whoopie cushion 
taped to your steering wheel. 

  

~ You lose the stop-light challenge to a 14-year-old 
on a moped. 

  

~ As you drive by, people keep yelling, "Get a horse." 

  

~ Your emergency brake consists of putting your leg 
through a hole in the floorboard and dragging your 
foot on the pavement. 

  

~ When you gas up, the attendant asks, "Can I re-
duct-tape that windshield for you?" 

   

~ While waiting at a stop light, people run up asking if 
anyone was hurt. 

   

~ Traffic reporters are starting to refer to you by name 
when discussing morning tie-ups. 

  

~ Your gas gauge measures in cubits. 
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The Victory Of The Saints  
Pastor Billy R Douglas 

 

1 Corinthians 15:54-57  So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal                               
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is                    

swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is 
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  

 

Philippians 1:21 KJV For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

 

For those of us who know Jesus, the fear of death is but a fleeting thought. Tempered by the wonderful 
promise of eternal life.  In reality when we leave this world we lose nothing and gain everything. When 
our last breath leaves our body we just begin to live!  

 

Jesus Christ conquered death and the grave. And all those who put their faith and trust in him, inherit 
eternal life through his victory! 

 

2 Corinthians 5:8 KJV We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body,                           
and to be present with the Lord 

 

Joh 11:25  Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live:  

 

 

Until next time may the LORD bless and keep you, Pastor Billy R. Douglas 

EXCITING NEWS!  
Production on an all new music project for 2025 is underway! 

 

I STILL BELIEVE 
 

Along with that comes extra expense. And just in the last year 
cost for duplication and soundtrack production has risen. Please 

prayerfully consider helping us with this need. Everyone who 
sends in a love offering will receive their copy as soon as the pro-

ject is ready! As always the project will be available on CD and 
USB thumb drive. 
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A Word to the Wise – God Calls ALL the Shots – Prov erbs 16:1-6 part 02  
 

Pastor Steven Huston 
 

 “By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.”                               
Proverbs 16:6   

 

Last month, we looked at these verses and saw that God calls ALL the shots; from this passage we recognize 
our total dependence upon God for everything. It’s important to note that everything is not just an abstract 
agreement, but it entails our thoughts, words, actions, attitudes, responses…truly EVERYTHING!  
 

At the same time, we looked at the fact that God has given man free will to do as he wants, but he cannot 
escape the consequences of his choices. Our free will must run within the boundary of God’s sovereignty – 
He calls all the shots. We have room to roam, but we are always held accountable to a holy God who has 
declared what is righteous and what is unrighteous. No court of man can undo how the court of heaven has 
already judged. 
 

“God declares the pure ways of holiness and draws men to Christ, but He neither forces men into the way of 
holiness nor into the way of sin. In giving men the desire of their hearts, God will move them along the route 
they have chosen, while still drawing and calling them to the way of the cross – the way of Christ – giving 
them opportunity to repent and follow “holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord.” Yet, should they 
refuse, remaining willful and impenitent sinners, they, not God, have made themselves wicked and will find 
themselves facing a sinner’s hell for all eternity. And yet, God, in His great mercy, provides an atonement 
from sin through Jesus, His only begotten Son. Through fearing God – having a filial reverence for Him, 
thereby desiring to neither anger nor displease Him – men will depart from that which is evil.” 
 

With this in mind, we move on to the gracious warning given by God in verse 5. “Every one that is proud in 
heart is an abomination to the LORD: though hand join in hand, he shall not be unpunished.”  
 

Every one – that means all people, from the lowest ranks to kings and all those in authority. So, this warning 
includes you, dear reader, as well. Since no one is exempt, we had better understand what it is to be “proud 
in heart;” it is to exalt oneself above God’s word and above his fellow creatures. God doesn’t look to the 
words or actions of men, He isn’t fooled by them. God looks at your heart. Why does he look upon pride with 
such abomination? Because there is NO pride within the Holy One of Israel; it’s completely contrary to His 
nature and we are to be holy as He is holy. I urge you to stop now and read Philippians 3:7-8. Jesus, who is 
God, humbled Himself in obedience and didn’t exalt Himself above others; we must do likewise. “Though 
hand join in hand…” Regardless the consensus of opinion or how man’s high courts may rule, God calls the 
shots and all those who go against Him “shall not be unpunished.” Even when whole nations join together to 
come against Jesus (Ps. 2), God wins; He rules, they “shall not go unpunished.” 
 

Since every one of us were born with pride – pushing our own ways – what hope is there? Must we be pun-
ished? God calls ALL the shots, but His mercy is from everlasting to everlasting. God has chosen a way for 
all men to be saved; verse 6 holds this hope out to every man. Joseph Benson well-explains: “By the cove-
nant of grace, in which mercy and truth shine so bright, even the mercy and truth of God, which meet to-
gether, and kiss each other, in Jesus Christ the Mediator; by mercy in promising, and truth in performing, is 
the guilt of sin taken away from us, when we are truly penitent, and cast our sinful souls by faith on that mercy 
and truth. Hereby also a principle of mercy and truth is implanted in us, by which the power of sin is broken, 
and our corrupt inclinations are mortified and destroyed. In this way…is iniquity purged, and the sinner both 
pardoned and renewed. And by the fear of the Lord — By a filial reverence toward God, and by a holy fear of 
offending him; men depart from evil — They are kept from abusing pardoning mercy, and from returning to 
folly or wickedness. So he shows that forgiveness and holiness, or justification, and at least a measure of 
sanctification, are constant and inseparable companions.” 
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Be Careful When Pointing Fingers  
 

Pastor Steven Huston 
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23 

 

I know a man who is a very angry man; his temper seems to always be just below the boiling point and it takes very 
little to move him to impatience, road rage, unkind words, and very harsh tones. His anger, pride, and lack of self-
control lead to constant double-standards, unreasonable demands, and self-promotion. He speaks badly of others 
in an attempt to make himself look better or to shift blame away from himself. At the same time, he also has many 
good qualities that ingratiate him to others. Regardless, it’s vital to recognize that such carnality of heart destroys. 
On the short list, it ruins relationships, fractures friendships, harms homes, and often makes your witness worthless 
(people are always watching). 
 

If one dares to do their Christian duty given by the Apostle Paul to reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine – even when done gently and lovingly – they have “poked the bear” and receive either a flat denial 
and/or find themselves to be the recipient of a personal attack, thereby hoping to take the focus off himself. 
 

I recently read a story that made me think about my friend and made me wish he could learn the lesson found 
therein. The story is about a man who was having severe conflicts with his neighbor. His heart was filled with feel-
ings of hatred, wrath, contentions, emulations, strife, envying, and even murder. This man blamed his neighbor for 
the feelings within himself. And because he thought these feelings were his neighbor’s fault, he decided that the 
remedy would be to shun his neighbor and live as a hermit. So, he did. 
 

One day, the man filled his glass water jug at the stream. He set it down, but the jug tipped over and poured out its 
contents. This made him so angry that he picked up that glass jug and smashed it against a rock. Suddenly, he was 
struck with the shocking realization that the reason for his anger lay entirely within himself. It was not his neighbor’s 
fault at all. 
 

As I read that little illustration and thought how applicable it would be for my friend, the Holy Spirit prodded my heart 
as if to say, “Be careful when you point a finger at someone, there’s always three fingers pointing back at yourself.” 
Or, as Jesus said, “And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that 
is in thine own eye?” (Matt. 7:3) 
 

That’s not to say that we aren’t to examine the actions of others, compare them to Scripture, and even deal with 
them Biblically and lovingly (with truth and grace) – we are. But first, we are to use those actions as a call to prayer, 
asking the Holy Spirit to examine our own hearts to see “if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting.” (Ps. 139:24) 
 

The believer’s life is to be characterized by the nine virtues listed in our key verse; the fruit of the Spirit is to be so 
abundant in our life that when the world presses upon us, sweet juice and the oil of gladness spill out. In other 
words, our heart needs to be so full of the Holy Spirit that there’s no room for the works of the flesh and its fruit 
which are listed in that same chapter of Galatians. Yet, if those carnal or fleshly traits fill one’s life, when the press 
comes, bitter and distasteful juice is what spills out, leaving a bad taste for others to swallow and deal with. 
 

O Lord, when I am in the press of life, may succulent, sweet juice pour forth. May others be encouraged and sweet-
ened by my life because of Your Spirit filling me with His fruit and leading me to obedience. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Pastor Steven Huston 103 N. Division Ave. Fremont, Michigan 49412  - www.pilgrimsofholylivingchurch.com 
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Mexican Casserole 

1 lb lean ground beef 

1 small onion, chopped 

1 (10 oz) can Ro-Tel tomatoes 

1 (15 oz) can Ranch Style beans 

1 packet taco seasoning 

1 (10.5 oz) can cream of chicken soup 

½ cup water 

1 (10–12 oz) bag tortilla chips, crushed (use 
enough to layer, not the whole bag) 

2 cups shredded cheddar cheese, divided 

Sour cream  

Salsa 
 

Preheat your oven to 325° In a large skillet over 
medium heat, cook the ground beef and chopped 
onion until browned and fully cooked. Drain any 
excess fat. Stir in the Ro-Tel tomatoes, Ranch 
Style beans, taco seasoning, cream of chicken 

soup, and water. Let the mixture simmer for 5–7 
minutes until heated through and well combined. 

Lightly grease a 9x13-inch casserole dish. 
Spread a layer of crushed tortilla chips on the 

bottom of the dish. Add half of the meat and bean 
mixture on top of the chips. Sprinkle with 1 cup of 

shredded cheddar cheese. Repeat the layers 
with more crushed chips, the remaining meat 
mixture, and finish with the remaining cheese. 

Cover the casserole with foil and bake for 20–30 
minutes, or until bubbly and the cheese is melted. 

Remove from oven and let it rest for 5–10 min-
utes before slicing. Serve warm, topped with a 

sour cream and salsa. 

 

1 (16 oz) box Betty Crocker white cake mix 

1 cupcream of coconut 

1 cup sweetened condensed milk 

1 (16 oz) container thawed whipped topping 

1 (10 oz) package flaked coconut 

1 jar Maraschino cheeries 

: 

Preheat oven to 350. Prepare cake mix as di-
rected on box (add 1/4 cup flaked coconut to 
batter). Bake in a 9x13 inch pan and let it cool 
completely. Mix cream of coconut and sweet-

ened condensed milk. Poke holes in the cooled 
cake and pour the mixture over it. Spread 

whipped topping on top. Sprinkle with flaked co-
conut, arrange cheeries on top and chill for a 

few hours. 

Creamy Cocnut Cake 

BBQ Pork Loaded Potatoes  

 

6-8 boneless pork chops 

5-6 potatoes 

Bbq sauce 

Shredded cheese 

Sour cream 

Diced onion 

Lay chops in crock pot. Cover with bbq 
sauce. Lay a sheet of aluminum foil on top 
of them. Wash potatoes and wrap in foil. 
Lay potatoes on top of chops. Cook in 

crock pot on low 5 hours. Remove          
potatoes. Remove foil from on top of the 
chops. Shred chops. Load potatoes with 

meat, cheese, sour cream and onion. Top 
with bbq sauce. 
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The Mountain Climber  
 

There is a  story of a mountain climber, who desperate to conquer a mountain initiated his climb after 
years of preparation. But he wanted the glory to himself, therefore, he went up alone. He started climb-
ing and it was becoming later, and later. He did not prepare for camping but decided to keep on going. 
Soon it got dark. Night fell with heaviness at a very high altitude. Visibility was zero.  
 

Everything was black. There was no moon, and the stars were blocked by clouds. As he was climbing a 
ridge at about 100 meters from the top, he slipped and fell. Falling rapidly he could only see blotches of 
darkness that passed. He felt a terrible sensation of being sucked in by gravity. He kept falling and in 
those anguishing moments good and bad memories passed through his mind. He thought certainly he 
would die. But then he felt a jolt that almost tore him in half. 
 

Yes!! Like any good mountain climber he had staked himself with a long rope tied to his waist. In those 
moments of stillness, suspended in the air he had no other choice but to shout, "HELP ME GOD, HELP 
ME!" All of a sudden he heard a deep voice from heaven, "What do you want me to do?" "Save me." 
"Do you REALLY think that I can save you?" "Of course, my God." "Then cut the rope that is holding you 
up."  There was another moment of   silence and stillness. The man just held tighter to the rope. The 
rescue team says that the next day they found, a frozen mountain climber hanging strongly to a rope - 
two feet off the ground. 

 

 

Rooted & Grounded  
 

A.B. Simpson 
 

Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,                                           
Ephesians 3:17  That  

 

There is a very singular shrub which grows abundantly in the west and is to be found in all parts of 
Texas. The mesquite, sometimes called the "mosquito tree," is a very slim and willowy looking shrub 
and would seem to be of little use for any industrial purposes; but it has extraordinary roots growing like 
great timbers underground and possessing such qualities of endurance in all situations that it was once 
valued as pavement material. It is said that the city of San Antonio was once paved with these roots. 
The mosquito tree reminds us of those Christians who make little show externally, but their growth is 
chiefly underground-out of sight in the depth of God. These are the men and women that God uses for 
the foundations of things, and for the pavements of that city of God which will stand when all earthly 
things have crumbled into ruin and dissolved into oblivion.  
 

Deeper, deeper let the living waters flow;  

Blessed Holy Spirit! River of Salvation!  

All Thy fullness let me know. 
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FOOTPRINTS TO FOLLOW 
 

Tracks of God 
 

 
"Father," said Thomas, looking up from his studies. "How do you know there is a God?" "Why do you 
ask that question? Do you doubt the existence of God?" asked the father. "Well, I heard one of the pro-
fessors say that we could not be sure that there is a God. Is there any way really to know?" "Well, my 
boy. Do you remember the other day that you were laughing about Robinson Crusoe's dismay at dis-
covering that there were other persons on the island beside himself?  
 
How did he discover them? Did he see them? No, he discovered one track of a bare foot in the sand, 
and he knew that it could not be his own. He knew that only a human being could have made it, and he 
knew that whoever made it could not be far off, for the tide had not yet reached it. All those things he 
knew to be true, although he had not seen a human being within miles of the island.  
 
And the knowledge was all gained from a mark in the sand. "If one print of a bare foot in the sand is 
absolute proof of the existence and presence of a human being, what are we to suppose when we see 
the prints of the Master's shoe, as Bunyan calls it, covering the whole wide world? We see on moun-
tain and valley the print of the fingers of God. We see a million plants and flowers and trees that only 
God could make grow.  
 
We see all the rivers and the springs of the world fed from invisible specks of       atmospheric mois-
ture. What do all those things mean those millions upon millions of footprints on the clay of the world? 
They mean God living, present, ruling, and loving! They mean God and nothing else!" 
 
 

Job 38:4-11  Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of the earth? declare, if thou hast under-
standing. Who hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath stretched the line upon it?  

Whereupon are the foundations thereof fastened? or who laid the corner stone thereof; When the 
morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy? Or who shut up the sea with 

doors, when it brake forth, as if it had issued out of the womb? When I made the cloud the                       
garment thereof, and thick darkness a swaddlingband for it, And brake up for it my decreed place,           

and set bars and doors, And said, Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here shall thy                      
proud waves be stayed? 

 
 
 

Visit Pastor Steven Huston and Pilgrims of Holy Living Church online by scanning the code below. 
Watch a free puppet show, listen to their podcasts & more. 
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Nancy’s Nuggets Of Wisdom  

 
Never Forget 

 

Sister Nancy Willis 

 
Matthew 18:11  For the Son of man is come to save that which was lost.  

 
Sometime  ago,  I  heard  a  story  about  a  little  orphan  boy  and  a  King  of  great  wealth. The  King  
had  no   children  of  his  own so  he  decided  to  adopt  this  little  boy.  The  little  boy  who  was  
poor,  dirty,  and  only  had  torn  ragged  clothes  was  very  happy  to  get  adopted. So,  when  the  
King  adopted  him,  he  gave him  the  finest  of  everything.  
 
After  all,  he  was  now  the  son  of  a  King. He  had  a  great  inheritance.  One  day,   the  King  no-
ticed  a  box  of  old  clothes  sitting  in  the  corner.  He  asked  his  son  why  didn't  he  throw  them  
away;   the  son  said  because  I never  want  to  forget  where  I  came  from. A  lot  of  people,  after  
they  get  saved, seem  to  forget  where  the  Lord  brought  them  from.   
 
They think that they  are  better  than  anyone  else.  They  have  forgotten  that  they  too,  at  one  
time,  was  lost  in  sin. They judge  people  and  never  show  love  and  compassion. They  have  for-
gotten  that  they  too  used  to  be  in  this  condition.  And,  if  not  for  the  mercy  and  grace  of  God, 
they would  still  be  there.  
 
In  Matthew 18:11,  we read  that  Jesus  came  to  save  those  which  was  lost. I  thank  him  so  
much   for  saving  me, and  I  never  want  to  forget  where  he  brought  me  from.  How  one  day  he  
saved  me,  adopted  me,  and  now  I  too  am  a  child  of  THE  KING. (May 2007) 
 
 

Romans 8:15  For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 
Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.  

"Picture This"  (2024) 

01.More Than A Picture 02.The New Church Down The Road 
03.God Likes To Work 04.The God On The Mountain 

05.Picture This 06.A Heart That Will Never Break Again 
07.The Day The House Of God Stood Still 08.Leaving On My 

Mind 09.Help Me 10.Why Me Lord 11.One More River 

Order your copy today!  

Available for a Love Gift of Any Size  



Lead Me To The Rock 
by Pastor Billy R. Douglas 

Sermon on CD Available free upon request 

Video available on our YouTube channel 

Worldwide Radio  

VOTL Radio / WOTL Radio 

Listen 24/7 on your computer, laptop, smart 
phone, Roku and more! 2 Stations ONE 
MESSAGE...the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

www.VOTLRADIO.com 

www.WOTLRADIO.com 
 

Video  

Watch our latest and archived sermon videos  

www.youtube.com/votltabernacle 
 

Podcast  

Listen to and download archived sermons 
and radio broadcasts 

www.votlradio.podomatic.com 
 

Newsletter Archives  

View and print our latest edition of THE 
TRUMPET as well as past issues 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 
 

Weekly Radio Programs  

The Voice of the LORD Broadcast 

The Old Gospel Ship 
Airing on FM, AM & Internet stations across America 

 

For more information and Ministry resources 
visit our websites 

www.votlradio.com 

www.wotlradio.com 

www.voiceofthelordministries.com 

www.votlministries.com 

www.theoldgospelship.com 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 

www.facebook.com/votltabernacle 
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By Sister Michelle Deuling 

Verse for Today: Psalms 119:9-16  BETH. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed 
thereto according to thy word. With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy command-
ments. Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. Blessed art thou, O LORD: teach me 
thy statutes. With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth. I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimo-
nies, as much as in all riches. I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect unto thy ways. I will delight myself in 
thy statutes: I will not forget thy word. Additional Passages for today:  Matthew 6:21 

Thought for Today: Hiding God’s Word in your heart is only part of the process needed for holy living.  Obeying 
what you know, studying to learn more, and meditating so you can apply it are all necessary to help us to live a 
victorious life in Christ. 

Story for Today: Gathering the treasured package close to his chest, Steve ran through the rain to his uncle’s 
cabin where he was staying with his best friend, Stu.  The cabin was a great hang-out for the young guys as they 
were close to home, but on their own for a few days.  Steve had hoped that he would have time to spend with God.  
Stu wanted sleep and a relaxing time away before starting his summer job.  Studying the Bible each morning be-
fore breakfast, Steve had enjoyed the peace and quiet.  He also enjoyed the times throughout the day when he 
could reflect on the morning's reading. He even practiced memorizing the verses and writing down the lessons he 
thought of in a journal for further reflection after his return to normal living. With the rain still coming down outside, 
Stu was content to sleep the day away only rising to get a bite to eat when the hunger pangs reminded him that he 
hadn’t eaten.  Steve was grateful that he could still study the Bible.  He liked to listen to it when he was chopping 
wood, but his favorite time was opening the Bible, being able to see the words and read for himself, and recogniz-
ing the words of Christ that were marked in red.  Today, his lesson was from the Sermon on the Mount.    He had 
been studying the Beatitudes that started in verse 3 of Matthew chapter 5 the last few weeks and had even studied 
the rest of that chapter, realizing that Jesus took the law from the Old Testament and raised it to an even higher 
level.  But, today, he had been reading from Matthew 6:19-21, “Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  He recalled part of his study in Psalm 119 and how it appeared that 
the more David studied the law of the Lord the more he treasured it.  He loved God and the laws and testimonies 
of the Lord.  He wanted to be able to take them everywhere he went and that is why he spent so much effort 
memorizing the words, and trying to apply the truths to his life.   

When Stu awoke next, he heard Steve praying.  He was praying that he would learn more and more and that he 
would never forget God’s laws or ways.  He then began to pray earnestly for his friend Stu.  He prayed that God 
would use him and that Stu would not only be healed from the cancer that was spreading rapidly through his body, 
but more importantly that he would be healed from the curse of sin that he was in bondage to before it was too late.  
Stu knew that this would probably be his last summer if all went as the doctors anticipated.  Working this summer 
was a dream and all he felt he had left.  He wished he knew the God that Steve was always talking about.  But, Stu 
knew that he had lived a wicked life and didn’t deserve the life that his friend desired for him.  If he had been good 
like Steve, then, maybe, God would want to heal him.  He shook his head and made his way back to the bed.  
Sleep evaded him as his mind played over and over the words of Steve’s prayer.  Could he be healed from the 
curse of sin?  He had attended church for most of his childhood and had heard all the stories.  Until lately, he had-
n’t thought much about them.  As his body had weakened, he had begun to think more about God but had decided 
he was too bad.  He didn’t want to look weak by seeking forgiveness just because his life was almost over.  He 
wouldn’t have time to memorize all the verses that Steve had, but Steve had once told him that all he had to do 
was to believe in Jesus, confess, repent of  his sins and receive Him as his Lord.   

Questions for Today: Do you treasure God and His Word? Do others know that you do by your actions? 

Prayer for Today: Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for loving us and making a way.  Help us treasure You and 
live lives that help others to know You as their Lord.  Help us meditate and study allowing us the knowledge so we 
can apply the lessons from Your Word to our lives. Please break the bondage of sin and the lies of the devil that 
keep others from confessing You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  
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Everyone Welcome  

God’s Simple Plan of Salvation  
My Friend: we are about to ask you the most important question 
of your life. Your joy or your sorrow for all eternity depends upon 
your answer. The question is: Are you saved? Do you know Je-
sus Christ as your personal LORD and Saviour? It is not a ques-
tion of how good you are, nor if you are a church member, but 
have you put your faith in Jesus? Are you sure you will go to 
Heaven when you die? The Bible makes the plan of salvation 
plain and simple. Romans 10:13  says For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Call on Jesus today. 
Put your faith and trust in him and ask him to forgive you of your 
sins and to be your LORD and savior and you will be born 
again...SAVED!! Do this today, tomorrow may be to late! Please 
write or call us if you have made the decision to accept Jesus.  


