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Story Behind The Song  
 

In the Garden 
 

This month’s story behind the song features my momma’s favorite hymn. Shortly before she died, she ten-
derly stated, “I just want to go be in the garden with Jesus.” In the Garden was written by C. Austin Miles and 
has been a comfort to multitudes. How could it be any different, with chorus lyrics that remind us of the close 
communion our Saviour has with His true people: “And He walks with me, and He talks with me, And He tells 

me I am His own, And the joy we share as we tarry there, None other has ever known.” 

 

I trust you’ll enjoy reading C. Austin Miles’ own words of his remarkable experience, as he shares the story 
behind the song that brought us this beautiful hymn – In the Garden. 

 

“One day in March, 1912, I was seated in the dark-room, where I kept my photographic equipment, and or-
gan. I drew my Bible toward me; it opened at my favorite chapter, John 20 – whether by chance or inspira-

tion let each reader decide. That meeting of Jesus and Mary had lost none of its power to charm. 

 

“As I read it that day, I seemed to be part of the scene. I became a silent witness to that dramatic moment in 
Mary’s life, when she knelt before her Lord, and cried, ‘Rabboni!’ 

 

“My hands were resting on the Bible while I stared at the light blue wall. As the light faded, I seemed to be 
standing at the entrance of a garden, looking down a gently winding path, shaded by olive branches. A 

woman in white, with head bowed, hand clasping her throat, as if to choke back her sobs, walked slowly into 
the shadows. It was Mary. As she came to the tomb, upon which she placed her hand, she bent over to look 

in, and hurried away. 

 

“John, in flowing robe, appeared, looking at the tomb; then came Peter, who entered the tomb, followed 
slowly by John. 

 

“As they departed, Mary reappeared, leaning her head upon her arm at the tomb, she wept. Turning herself, 
she saw Jesus standing, so did I. I knew it was He. She knelt before Him, with arms outstretched and look-

ing into His face cried ‘Rabboni!’ 

 

“I awakened in full light, gripping the Bible with muscles tense and nerves vibrating. Under the inspiration of 
this vision, I wrote as quickly as the words could be formed, the poem exactly as it has since appeared. That 

same evening, I wrote the music.” 

 

My mother’s name was Mary; she, too, thought of Jesus as her “great Master” or “teacher” – that is what 
“Rabboni” means. She lived her life bowing at the feet of Jesus in service. I can only imagine what that 

scene may have looked like as my mother walked through death’s door into the garden, falling at Jesus’ feet 
in loving worship. In my mind’s eye – if such a thing is possible – I can almost picture them walking and talk-

ing together, sharing the joy of fellowship, knowing and being known…in the garden.. 
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Cousin Leroy 

Leroy was waiting for his wife to come 
out of the grocery store. As he waited, he 
was approached by a man who asked, 
"Sir, can you tell me where the post of-
fice is?" “Sure nuff” Leroy replied, "Just 
go straight down this street a couple 
blocks and turn to your right." The man 
thanked Leroy kindly and said, "I'm the 
new pastor in town. I'd like for you to 
come to church on Sunday. I'll show you 
how to get to Heaven."  To which Leroy 
replied with a chuckle. "Awww, come on 
now preacher; you don't even know the 
way to the post office." 

 

The End Is Near  

A local pastor and one of his deacon’s 
stood by the side of the road holding up a 
sign that said, "The End is Near! Turn 
yourself around now before it's too late!" 
They planned to hold up the sign to each 
passing car. "Leave us alone, you reli-
gious nuts!" yelled the first driver as he 
sped by. From around the curve they 
heard a big splash. "Do you think," said 
one man to the other, "we should just put 
up a sign that says 'bridge out' instead?" 

FAMOUS LAST WORDS  

 

Don't turn it on yet, it's not quite ready. 

 

Step back a bit, I can't get you in the picture. 

 

Don't worry, it's not used any more. 

 

Listen, I'm taking a course in chemistry, I know what 
I'm doing. 

 

Yes, of course the elastic is strong enough. 

 

I wonder what happens if these two wires touch. 

 

I thought it tasted rather strange. 

 

You have driven this before, haven't you? 

 

And that one over there, the red flashing one, what 
does that mean? 

 

It's okay, I saw them do it on TV. 
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What Happens When You Die?  
Pastor Billy R Douglas 

 

Where does a born again believer go whenever they d ie? Do they go and sleep until the resurrec-
tion? Or do they go into the presence of the Lord? The answer is very clear if you read what the Holy 
Spirit wrote through the apostle Paul. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, 
we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk by faith, not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and willing 

rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord. 
 

Philippians 1:21-24 For to me to live is Christ, And to die is gain. But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of 
my labour: yet what I shall choose I wot not. For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, 

and to be with Christ; which is far better: Nevertheless to abide in the flesh is more needful for you. 
 

We could also look at what Jesus said to the thief on the cross .. 
 

Luke 23:43 KJV And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day                                                          
shalt thou be with me in paradise. 

 

These scriptures leave no doubt. Whenever a born again believer leaves this life. Their spirit and soul 
goes to heaven into the presence of God. 

 

Where does a lost person go whenever they die? Someone who has not put their faith in Jesus 
Christ? Do they go and sleep until the judgment? Or do they go to hell?  Jesus gives us the answer in 
Luke the 16th chapter. 

 

Luke 16:22-24 And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's 
bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and 

seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am tor-

mented in this flame. 
 

We could also look at what Jesus said to Nicodemus .. 
 

John 3:18 KJV He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned al-
ready, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

 

These scriptures leave no doubt. If you reject Jesus Christ you are condemned. Condemned to what? 
The judgment of hell. And whenever someone dies lost, without knowing Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. Their spirit and soul goes to hell.  They wake up in the flames of the damned. A place of eternal 
torment. Call upon Jesus TODAY and be saved!! Do it NOW tomorrow may be too late! 

 

Revelation 20:15 KJV And whosoever was not found written in the book                                                            
of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

 

Until next time may the Lord bless and keep you is my prayer, Pastor Billy R Douglas 
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Word to the Wise – Pride’s Dangers - 04 
 

Pastor Steven Huston 
 

“Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” Prov. 16:18 

 

As we finish up (Lord willing) “Pride’s Dangers,” we’ll be recovering some already travelled ground and then be 
speaking to God’s cure for the pride-filled life. There was an old western television series called The Guns of Will 
Sonnett. Walter Brennan played the grandfather; he would often use the phrase, “No brag, just fact,” to assert his 
gun skills or some other quality. Let me remind you, whatever skill or positive qualities one may have, it has come 
from the blessed hand of God. “For who maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that thou didst not 
receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou hadst not received it?” (1 Cor. 4:7) God com-
mands through Jeremiah: “Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty 
man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he under-
standeth and knoweth me…” (9:23-24) Forgetting our Creator and His goodness sets our feet on a path of haughti-
ness; it ripens us for a fall. 

 

The proud and haughty look up and see themselves, the lowly and humble of spirit look up and see God. The 
proud look to themselves as their means of help, putting their hope in the flesh; the humble look up because their 
help cometh from the Lord: “I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help. My help cometh 
from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.” (Psalm 121:1-2) Hallelujah! The proud are content with looking to 
themselves and their self-righteousness for salvation; the humble and lowly look to God for salvation. They rightly 
see God and rightly see their own condition compared to a most holy and high God. In such thinking, let us take St. 
Paul’s admonition to heart: “Be not high-minded (haughty), but fear.” (Rom. 11:20)  

 

“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:” Phil. 2:5 The high road of pride is to take the devil’s route; 
it leads to the greatest of falls, to destruction. The proud have the mindset of Satan; it leads to death and hell. It is 
the mind of Christ which we must pursue; it is a mindset of humility, obedience, love. This path leads to life and 
Heaven.  

 

The humble mind doesn’t blame others for his sin; he doesn’t blame his circumstances for his sin; and he doesn’t 
deny that his sin is sin. Instead, he takes responsibility for his sin, confesses his sin, and repents from his sin. 
You’ll remember in Genesis 3; Adam and Even had sinned, started to blame someone else for their sin, but in the 
end took responsibility for their sin – “And I DID EAT!” It was only after humbly confessing that they received a cov-
ering for their sin and forgiveness.  

 

Consider the mind of pride versus the mind of humility (obedience and love) as we read this parable spoken by 
Jesus in Luke 18: 9-14. “And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they were right-
eous, and despised others: Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 
The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the publi-
can, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God 
be merciful to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one 
that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” 

 

Philippians 2:5 exhorts us to have the mind of Christ; verse 8 opens that door wide, giving us the ultimate picture of 
humility: “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross.” Ask yourself, am I a willing and obedient sacrifice – even to the most shameful death – or do I 
care too much for my rights, my reputation, and my dreams? Ask God to destroy pride in your life and to, by His 
grace and the power of His Spirit, help you humble yourself before the Lord. 
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Be an “Intercessory Missionary”  

Pastor Steven Huston 
  

In Luke 10:2, Jesus exhorted, “…The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the 
harvest, that he would send forth labourers into his harvest.” 

 

September means school is back in session. School buses hit the road again; public, Christian, and home schoolers 
alike hit the books; and we, as Christians, ought to be hitting our knees in prayer. During the last sixty plus years, 
God, prayer, Bible reading, the Ten Commandments, and other Christian religious expressions have been a source 
of contention for the public schools. With the removal of godliness, we ought not to be surprised to hear of violence 
and criminal acts within public schools throughout our nation. 
 

Regardless the type of school we choose to think of, there is a commonality among them regarding the many 
prayers that are needed: Superintendents, principals, teachers, and school boards need God’s wisdom and guid-
ance. Pray that God would rule and overrule in the minds of even those who may be neutral or antagonistic to right-
eousness. Pray for the safety of teachers and students in their travels to and from school and during the school day. 
 

May we strive to pray for the souls of the students in our area. Regardless of what is being taught in the public, pri-
vate, Christian, or homeschools, and no matter what their current spiritual state, these children are surrounded by a 
world that is lost and depraved and Satan desires to draw them into his eternally lost grip. Let us be about the seri-
ous business of fervent, effectual prayer; such prayer will change our communities, states, and nation. 
 

I know a man who went to his local middle school’s “Class of 2029 8th Grade Celebration.” As he looked over the 
list of 160 names, he felt a strong prompting to earnestly pray for each of these children who will be entering the 
public high school this fall. Instead of throwing the program away, which would be his usual habit, he folded it and 
put it into his pocket, wondering what kind of difference his commitment to pray at the beginning of the school year 
might make. 
 

Two months and two days later, as he was wondering if this seemingly monumental task (after all, that’s 32 names 
a weekday, every week) was really from the Lord or just an impression that came from somewhere inside his head, 
his Heavenly Father sovereignly placed before him an excellent tract written many years ago by S.C. Todd. The title 
of this little tract is The Intercessory Missionary. Within it, Mr. Todd wrote of “a wonderful work of grace in connec-
tion with one of the stations of the China Inland Mission, where both the number and spiritual character of the con-
verts had been far greater than at other stations, and yet the consecration of the missionaries at the latter had been 
just as great as the more fruitful place. 

This rich harvest of souls remained a mystery until Mr. Hudson Taylor, on a visit to England, discovered the secret. 
At the close of one of his addresses a gentleman from the audience came forward to make his acquaintance. In the 
conversation which followed, Mr. Taylor was surprised at the accurate knowledge the man possessed concerning 
this Inland Station. 

Mr. Taylor asked the man how he knew so much about the conditions at that particular place. 

“‘Oh,’ he replied, ‘the missionary there and I are old college-mates, and for years we have regularly corresponded; 
he has sent me names of enquirers and converts, and these I have daily taken to God in prayer.’ 

“At last, the secret is found! A praying man at home, praying definitely, praying daily for specific cases among the 
heathen—this is the intercessory missionary. 

“How different the record of missionary service would be, if each missionary on the field had such an intercessory 
missionary to hold up his hands!” 
 

Every school is a mission field; each of us can be intercessory missionaries. Within many schools there are children 
and young people who have never seen a Bible or heard of Jesus, other than as a curse word. Within these schools 
are likely Christian teachers, janitors, counsellors, and parents who may find opportunities to reach these children 
for Jesus. Might we pray for a burden for souls. 

Pastor Steven Huston 103 N. Division Ave. Fremont, Michigan 49412  - www.pilgrimsofholylivingchurch.com 
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Death By Chocolate Dump Cake 

1 box chocolate cake mix 

1 (3.9 oz) box instant chocolate pudding 

1 ¾ cups milk 

1 cup mini chocolate chips 

2 cups hot fudge sauce, warmed 

2 cups whipped cream (or whipped topping) 

1 cup crushed Oreos (or chocolate                                
cookie crumbs) 

Additional chocolate chips and                                      
crushed cookies for garnish 

 

Preheat the oven to 350°F (175°C). Grease a 
9x13-inch baking dish. In a bowl, whisk together 
the cake mix, chocolate pudding mix, and milk 
until smooth. Fold in the mini chocolate chips. 

Pour the batter into the prepared baking dish and 
bake for 30-35 minutes, or until a toothpick in-
serted into the center comes out clean. Let the 
cake cool completely. Once cooled, poke holes 
throughout the cake using the end of a wooden 

spoon. Pour warm hot fudge sauce over the 
cake, ensuring it seeps into the holes. Spread 
whipped cream evenly over the top. Sprinkle 

crushed Oreos and additional chocolate chips on 
top for garnish. Chill for at least 1                                       

hour before serving. 

 

1 lb. lean ground beef 

1 medium sweet onion 

2 1/2 cups cooked rice 

2 medium/large green bell peppers 

2 15 oz. cans tomato sauce 

8 heaping tablespoons honey 

Prepare rice, fluff, cover and set aside. 

Dice sweet onion, add to large non-stick 
saute/frying pan with lean ground beef. Sauté 
beef and onion until beef is browned. Drain fat, 

add 2 1/2 cups of rice to browned beef and 
diced sweet onion; mix. Cut green bell peppers 

in half, remove caps and seeds; rinse. Pour 1 15 
oz. can of tomato sauce into measuring cup and 
add 4 heaping tablespoons of honey and blend. 
Pour tomato sauce mixture over beef and rice; 
mix. Add second 15 oz. can of tomato sauce to 
measuring cup and add 4 heaping tablespoons 

honey; blend. Add beef and rice mixture to 
green bell pepper halves. Arrange in glass cas-

serole dish. Pour tomato sauce mixture over and 
around stuffed bell peppers.                                             

Bake at 50°F for 1 hour.  

Stuffed Peppers 
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Too Busy  
 

Too busy to read the Bible, too busy to wait and pray 

 

Too busy to speak out kindly to someone by the way! 

 

To busy to care and struggle, to think of the life to come 

 

Too busy building mansions, to plan for the heavenly home. 

 

Too busy to help a brother who faces the winter blast. 

 

Too busy to share his burden, when self in the balance is cast. 

 

Too busy for all that is holy on earth beneath the sky; 

 

Too busy to serve the Master, but not too busy to die. 

 
 

Even In The Darkness  
 

My youngest granddaughter Rachel, age 18, is walking through the darkest "testing time" of her young 
life. Rachel is a senior in high school and has dreams for the future. Rachel loves Jesus and is the 
"apple of her Daddy's eye." A few months ago, due to severe headaches, she was diagnosed with a tu-
mor the size of a golf ball at the base of her brain. The doctors at Vanderbilt University Hospital in Nash-
ville Tennessee removed the tumor. They felt sure the malignancy was contained in the tumor. Rachel 
came home feeling well and she still had her beautiful long hair. Radiation treatments began and she 
has become very ill and weak, and has lost weight. So much prayer and fasting is going up for Rachel. 
There are loved ones who believe, as I do, that Rachel is healed. Then there are others who love Jesus, 
but feel the doctors should proceed with chemotherary. I share this valley with you if you should be go-
ing through darkness in your family. I have seen the healing power of Jesus Christ many times through-
out the years. (Is your faith and hope in Jesus Christ?) The psalmist David said in Psalm 23, "Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil..." Notice David said, through 
the valley of the shadow only, I will fear no evil. Isn't it beautiful how the Lord spoke of the little sparrow. 
A little sparrow has no beautiful colors like the other birds. It has no song like the dove or any other bird. 
Yet, He saw the little sparrow that fell to the ground today. How much more does He care for you and 
me? The Lord moves in the dark times of our lives. Thank God there is a resting place in Jesus where 
we can bathe in the healing stream. David said in Psalm 3:4-54, "I cried unto the Lord with my voice and 
he heard me out of his holy hill. I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lord sustained me." Prov-
erbs 3:5 says, "Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding." Keep 
praying and trust in the Lord. 

 

Sister Betty Jean Robinson 

around stuffed bell peppers.                                             
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FOOTPRINTS TO FOLLOW 
 

 

Keep Pouring the Word 
 

 
There are those of us with poor memories; we may feel, “what’s the use in reading the Bible or listen-
ing to God-glorifying messages?” Perhaps others may feel their efforts in pouring God’s Word into their 
children or grandchildren (adult or otherwise) is doing little to no good. I pray this short account will en-
courage you to “not grow weary in well doing.” 
 
The story is told of a simple Hindu convert and a missionary who took great efforts to teach her from 
the Word of God. The missionary became greatly discouraged at her convert’s slowness in remember-
ing what she had been taught. Finally, the missionary complained, “I guess it’s no use trying to teach 
you the Word, you seem to forget all I tell you about the Bible. Your mind seems like a sieve. As fast 
as I pour the water in, it runs out again.” The reply of the poor Hindu convert revealed a great truth, 
one we should strive to retain. She said, “Yes, I realize my mind is like a sieve. I do forget so much, but 
when you pour water through a sieve it makes the sieve clean, even though it seems to retain none of 
it. I am sorry I forget so much, but please don’t stop pouring the Word into me. It makes my heart and 
mind feel so clean afterwards. The water is not wasted.” 
 
To this I would add, if you’ve ever poured water through a sieve, have you noticed that there are drop-
lets of water which stick? After washing a sieve, it’s not as easy to dry as one might expect. It’s not so 
much about how much Scripture you memorize, but rather how much it does to you and in you.  
 
Keep pouring the Word into your children, grandchildren, and those God has placed in your path. We 
are promised in Isaiah 55:1; “So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent 
it.” 
 
Be faithful. 
 
 
 

 
 

Visit Pastor Steven Huston and Pilgrims of Holy Living Church online by scanning the code below. 
Watch a free puppet show, listen to their podcasts & more. 
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Nancy’s Nuggets Of Wisdom  

 
Good News Wont Wait 

 

Sister Nancy Willis 

 
2 KINGS  7:9  “Then  they  said  one  to  another,  We  do  not  well,   this day  is  a  day  of  good  tid-
ings,  and  we  hold  our  peace,  if  we  tarry  till  the  morning  light,  some  mischief  will  come   upon  

us,   now  therefore  come  that  we  may  go  and   tell  the  Kings  household.” 
 
 We  have  all  read  about  the  4  lepers,  that  instead  of  sitting  there  till  they  died, they got  up  
and  moved.   They  discovered  the  deserted  camp  and  realized  their  lives  had  been  spared. At  
first,  they  kept  the  good  news  to  themselves, forgetting  about  their  fellow  brethren  who  were  
sleeping  in  the  city.   Then,  they  began  to  think  how  they  should  share  their   good  news  with  
them,  even  if  it  would  awake  them  from  their  sleep.  It  would  be  LIFE   from  the  dead  to  them, 
because  they  too  were  in  need. We must  also  share  our  good  news  about  Jesus  Christ; we  
must  not  forget  how  people  are  dying  without  Him. We  must  tell  people  how  Jesus  is  life,  not  
just  life  but,  LIFE  MORE  ABUNDANTLY (September 2007) 
 

01. I Will Meet You In Paradise (written by Carroll Roberson) 02. I Still Believe (written by Billy 
R. Douglas) 03. I Want To Do Thy Will (written by R. Goss & H. Vibbert) 04. What Will My Re-
cord Show (written by Marvin Morrow) 05. Mama's Favorite Song* (written by Ray Owens & 

Billy R. Douglas) 06. Less Of Me (written by Glen Campbell) 07. If We Never Meet Again 
(written by Albert Brumley) 08. Lead Me To That Rock (written by Billy Sherrill) 09. I'm Waiting 

For You Lord (written by Marvin Morrow) 10. The Rock That Never Rolls (written by Kenny 
Daugherty) 11. A Million Years From Now (written by Dottie Rambo) 12. Tell The World 

(written by Billy R. Douglas) 13. Goimg Down To The Church House                                                          
(written by Marvin Morrow) 

 

Available NOW on CD or USB flash drive 

For a Love Gift  



Where Will You Spend Eternity? 
by Pastor Billy R. Douglas 

Sermon on CD Available free upon request 

Video available on our YouTube channel 

Worldwide Radio  

VOTL Radio / WOTL Radio 

Listen 24/7 on your computer, laptop, smart 
phone, Roku and more! 2 Stations ONE 
MESSAGE...the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

www.VOTLRADIO.com 

www.WOTLRADIO.com 
 

Video  

Watch our latest and archived sermon videos  

www.youtube.com/votltabernacle 
 

Podcast  

Listen to and download archived sermons 
and radio broadcasts 

www.votlradio.podomatic.com 
 

Newsletter Archives  

View and print our latest edition of THE 
TRUMPET as well as past issues 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 
 

Weekly Radio Programs  

The Voice of the LORD Broadcast 

The Old Gospel Ship 
Airing on FM, AM & Internet stations across America 

 

For more information and Ministry resources 
visit our websites 

www.votlradio.com 

www.wotlradio.com 

www.voiceofthelordministries.com 

www.votlministries.com 

www.theoldgospelship.com 

www.thetrumpetonline.com 

www.facebook.com/votltabernacle 
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Follow us on Facebook for                                
days and times  
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A Word For Today  
By Sister Michelle Deuling 

 

Verse for Today: Galatians 5:19-21  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornica-
tion, uncleanness, lasciviousness, Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, here-
sies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told 
you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 

Additional Passages for today:  Matthew 5:19; Ephesians 4:31; 5:10-13; Romans 7:5; 8:13 
 

Thought for Today: The works that you do will produce fruit.  Those who have works of the flesh shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God. 
 

Story for Today:  Brenda was in over her head.  Never had she imagined that day months ago when Amy invited 
her to go out for a cup of coffee that she would end up here.  At first, Amy seemed like a fun-loving girl without a 
mean bone in her body.  Then, while most of the days were fun, there was just a comment about skulls not being 
bad and how impossibly old-fashioned some people were to automatically assume she was bad for wearing them, 
or something similar to that.  Now that she could look back, she could see how little words here and there and 
events that had progressively become more wicked had been a slippery slope.  The crystals and other seemingly 
harmless trinkets were accepted until, before long, she realized that she was being controlled.  She went to gather-
ings where they played music that really spoke to her.  The words were different and made her feel strange.  She 
had started strong, defending her faith when something was said that didn’t seem right.  But after a while, she quit 
speaking up, not wanting the battle and twisting of her words that made everything come out wrong.  She didn’t 
think she believed the same as Amy.  While Amy professed a faith in God, it appeared her god wasn’t the God of 
the Bible.  Every day, Brenda felt herself slipping farther and farther from all that she had believed.  Some week-
ends, they would plan a camping trip or something special that kept them out of church, and it had gotten easier 
and easier to miss Bible study.  It seemed every time she was scheduled to go, Amy showed up with something 
planned.   She had seen Amy do some pretty amazing things.  Amy seemed to have powers that no one else that 
Brenda knew had.  She could see into the future and talked often about seeing things that no one else could see.  
She would say a quick “prayer” on the way to the store and would have an empty parking space right by the front 
door waiting for her.  Brenda was very impressed at first.  Then, as she learned more and more things, she be-
came increasingly uncomfortable.  But how could she get out?  It was like she was trapped.  Every day, Amy was 
calling or stopping by and encouraging her to meet up or go to a gathering.  This last meeting was way too intense, 
and the ritualistic animal sacrifice was beyond anything she had ever thought she would be involved in.  Today, as 
she read her Bible, she came across the words of Paul in Galatians 5.  How could Amy think she was going to 
heaven?  It was pretty clear that she was working for the flesh and that her practices were indeed witchcraft.  That 
last phrase, “they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God,” left her knowing that she had to get 
out.   She began by praying and asking God to forgive her.  Then she began collecting all the trinkets to dispose of 
them.  When Amy called, she refused the invite and instead spent time reading the Bible and sought after God’s 
desire for her life.  Brenda called Joyce from her Bible study group and shared her concerns.  Together they 
prayed and made a plan to help Brenda.  They also prayed for Amy and for the others who were caught up in 
witchcraft. 
 

Questions for Today:  How about you?  You may not have slipped into witchcraft like Brenda did, but have you 
crucified the flesh, or do you allow some of the works of the flesh to manifest in you?  Do you allow worldly desires 
to have a place in your mind that no one else even knows about?  Do you have hatred in your heart against some-
one that you just can’t forgive?  Do you see any of the works of the flesh listed in Galatians 5 growing in your life?  
Do you recognize them in others?   
 

Prayer for Today:  Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for Your truth.  Thank You that You provide a way of escape 
when temptations come.  Thank You for loving us and giving us a way to be restored by allowing us to walk in the 
Spirit and be led by the Spirit.  Thank You that Your mercies are new every morning and that You can forgive all of 
our sins.  Thank You that we do not have to remain in bondage to the flesh.  Thank You for freedom in Christ Je-
sus.  Please free us from the bonds of flesh, whether they be manifestations that others can see or only You.   In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen.   



 
Submit your Prayer Request to: 
Voice of the LORD Ministries 

P.O. Box 541 - Livermore, KY 42352 
Phone: 270-313-8753  

Email: voiceofthelordministries@juno.com 

Weekly Radio Outreach  
 

The Voice of the LORD Broadcast  

VOTL / WOTL Radio                              
www.votlradio.com                       
www.wotlradio.com 

WXPS FM 92.1 - Spartanburg, SC 

91.5 FM McDaniels / Leitchfield /                              
Central City KY  

98.3 FM Rockport Indiana /                          
Owensboro KY 

91.1 FM Hiseville / Glasgow KY 

WPAK 1490 AM Farmville, Virginia 

WOTG Radio - Pinellas Park, FL  

WBLB 107.5 FM 1340 AM                                 
Pulaski, VA 

 

The Old Gospel Ship  

VOTL Radio                              
www.votlradio.com 

WOTG Radio - Pinellas Park, FL  

WXCF-AM 1230 - Covington, VA 

WKEY-AM 1340 - Covington, VA 

WKEY-FM 103.5 - Covington, VA 

WRMV FM 94.5 - Madison Heights, VA 

WPAK 1490 AM Farmville, Virginia 

Showers of Blessings 104 FM                            
Pago Pago, American Samoa 

WJJT FM 105.9 WJJT AM 1540                         
Jellico, TN 

WYAP-LP 101.7 FM - Clay, WV 

WGAA 1340 AM - Cedartown, Georgia 

RKP Radio 1710 AM - Washington, PA 

South Wind Radio - Montesano, WA           

ASLN Radio - Cordova, Alaska  

GCIN Radio - Wiggins, MS  

WNY Radio - Youngstown , NY                                  

WHSB Radio - Columbus , OH 

Swain County Christian FM                                 
Bryson City, NC 

WTRP 1620 AM                                                    
Lagrange, GA 

CCRG & WUUK 105.7 FM                                 
Erie, PA 

WBPS FM 101.9 Cambridge, Ohio 

WBLB 107.5 FM 1340 AM                                 
Pulaski, VA 

Country Gospel Radio                                        
Essex United Kingdom 

SOGR Radio                                                        
Powell, TN 

OTNT FM                                                                   
Northeastern Minnesota 

VOTL Tabernacle 

216 Hill St. Livermore, KY 

Services 

Sunday Morning Service  11 AM 

Everyone Welcome  

God’s Simple Plan of Salvation  
My Friend: we are about to ask you the most important question 
of your life. Your joy or your sorrow for all eternity depends upon 
your answer. The question is: Are you saved? Do you know Je-
sus Christ as your personal LORD and Saviour? It is not a ques-
tion of how good you are, nor if you are a church member, but 
have you put your faith in Jesus? Are you sure you will go to 
Heaven when you die? The Bible makes the plan of salvation 
plain and simple. Romans 10:13  says For whosoever shall call 
upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Call on Jesus today. 
Put your faith and trust in him and ask him to forgive you of your 
sins and to be your LORD and savior and you will be born 
again...SAVED!! Do this today, tomorrow may be to late! Please 
write or call us if you have made the decision to accept Jesus.  


